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Matthew

The Gospel According to Matthew
s
SOBSON WO
Matthew, surnamed Levi, before his conversion was a publican, or tax-
gatherer under the Romans at Capernaum, He is gererally allowed to have
written his Gospel before any other of the evangelists, The contents of this
Gospel, and the evidence of ancient writers, show that it was written prima-
rily for the use of the Jewish nation. The fulfilment of prophecy was regarded
by the Jews as strong evidence, therefore this is especially dwelt upon by St.
Matthew. Here are particularly selected such parts of our Saviour's history
and discourses as were best suited to awaken the Jewish nation to a sence of
their sins; to remove their erroneous expectations of an earthly kingdom; to
abate their pride and self conceit; to teach them the spiritual nature and ex-

tent of the gospell and to prepare them for the admission of the Gentiles into
the Church.

Matthew 1

The genealogy of Jesus.(1-17) 1 The book of the generation of
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham begat
Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren;
3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat
Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; 4 And Aram begat Aminadab; and
Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon; 5 And Salmon
begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat
Jesse; 6 And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat
Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias; 7 And Solomon begat
Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa; 8 And Asa begat
Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias; 9 And
Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat
Ezekias; 10 And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon,;
and Amon begat Josias; 11 And Josias begat Jechonias and his
brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon: 12 And
after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and
Salathiel begat Zorobabel; 13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud
begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; 14 And Azor begat Sadoc; and
Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; 15 And Eliud begat Eleazar;
and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; 16 And Jacob
begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is
called Christ. 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into
Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into
Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.
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Concerning this genealogy of our Saviour, observe the chief intention. It is
not a needless genealogy. It is not a vain-glorious one, as those of great men often
are. It proves that our Lord Jesus is of the nation and family out of which the Messiah
was to arise. The promise of the blessing was made to Abraham and his seed; of the
dominion, to David and his seed. It was promised to Abraham that Christ should
descend from him, Ge 12:3; 22:18; and to David that he should descend from him,
28a 7:12; Ps 89:3, &c.; 132:11; and, therefore, unless Jesus is a son of David, and a
son of Abraham, he is not the Messiah.

Angel appears to Joseph. (18-25)18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ
was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
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19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to
make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David,
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in
her is of the Holy Ghost. 21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou
shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with
child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 24 Then Joseph
being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him,
and took unto him his wife: 25 And knew her not till she had brought
forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.
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The mystery of Christ’s becoming man is to be adored, not curiously inquired
into. It was so ordered that Christ should partake of our nature, yet that he should be
pure from the defilement of original sin, which has been communicated to all the race
of Adam. Observe, it is the thoughtful, not the unthinking, whom God will guide.
God’s time to come with instruction to his people, is when they are at a loss. Divine
comforts most delight the soul when under the pressure of perplexed thoughts. Joseph
is told that Mary should bring forth the Saviour of the world. He was to call his name
Jesus, a Saviour. Jesus is the same name with Joshua. And the reason of that name is
clear, for those whom Christ saves, he saves from their sins; from the guilt of sin by
the merit of his death, and from the power of sin by the Spirit of his grace. In saving
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them from sin, he saves them from wrath and the curse, and all misery, here and
hereafter. Christ came to save his people, not in their sins, but from their sins; and so
to redeem them from among men, to himself, who is separate from sinners. Joseph did
as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, speedily, without delay, and cheerfully,
without dispute.

Matthew 2

The wise men’s search after Christ. (1-8)1 Now when Jesus was
born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 Saying, Where is
he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east,
and are come to worship him. 3 When Herod the king had heard these
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he
had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together,
he demanded of them where Christ should be born. 5 And they said
unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,
6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among
the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall
rule my people Israel. 7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the
wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently
for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word
again, that | may come and worship him also.

2% OEACHED
pdown Ghid BBl

oo@S B BSSDOHos ST BEDH é@iﬁéwés oo @%3326
33263&63, B8 3EH ea;?é:e» FBoBriSEnd% SN- 2 ethe Trerr
@%ém@é&é&a&é ? ErEn0ENS oo ©0HS SEB50D 5D echSD
PRI B TdNO. 3 Se8tsorer &8 Hork® DY 9SHD 0SSt
e REPRBED TBE0SE% BodsHas. 4 s=>.'a:»<fzc3a orer (DEeR ddresthosd
(Pued® Lok @@0263 080 JHErY) - L_é‘@n AFK DERI FBIER.
5 @0thd % - Crdch 55@'3?2633683, DOOHIT SHTESH BED “§§§’§7°2>633
dgrer, oSurae a8 Hemoasnes® §H D) PHJD, T ET,
a@ﬁa@o‘ﬁw@@ Sboﬁséaf’éa HE® o0& Eﬁz‘sazyéa” oz 5:2) @2 (958 oo°
(EPHaEA0HD @8, 6 @0k T8 e a‘g?@a@é: BEegiore 910,
7 @ SEB5w E508S Seosn TOUE DB BOVER - 8 b 39 ©
BHH) VRO ePHE™ Jardod BOVE VI, IHH H9), BEHB

Frohdey T SEXTOXD Bord B8y 6 BFEENID HODID.
Though Herod was very old, and never had shown affection for his family, and was

not himself likely to live till a new-born infant had grown up to manhood, he began to
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be troubled with the dread of a rival. He understood not the spiritual nature of the
Messiah’s kingdom. Let us beware of a dead faith. A man may be persuaded of many
truths, and yet may hate them, because they interfere with his ambition, or sinful
indulgences. Such a belief will make him uneasy, and the more resolved to oppose the
truth and the cause of God; and he may be foolish enough to hope for success therein.

The wise men worship Jesus. (9-12)9 When they had heard the
king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went
before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child
with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when
they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold,
and frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And being warned of God in a dream
that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own
country another way.
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What joy these wise men felt upon this sight of the star, none know so well as
those who, after a long and melancholy night of temptation and desertion, under the
power of a spirit of bondage, at length receive the Spirit of adoption, witnessing
with their spirits that they are the children of God.. The gifts the wise men presented
were gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Providence sent these as a seasonable relief to
Joseph and Mary in their present poor condition. Thus our heavenly Father, who
knows what his children need, uses some as stewards to supply the wants of others,
and can provide for them, even from the ends of the earth.

Jesus carried into Egypt(13-15) 13 And when they were departed,
behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying,
Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt,
and be thou there until | bring thee word: for Herod will seek the
young child to destroy him. 14 When he arose, he took the young
child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: 15 And was
there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have | called
my son.
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Egypt had been a house of bondage to Israel, and particularly cruel to the
infants of Israel; yet it is to be a place of refuge to the holy Child Jesus. God, when he
pleases, can make the worst of places serve the best of purposes. This was a trial of
the faith of Joseph and Mary. But their faith, being tried, was found firm. If we and
our infants are at any time in trouble, let us remember the straits in which Christ was
when an infant.

Herod causes the infants of Bethlehem to be massacred. (16-
18)16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men,
was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that
were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old
and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of
the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy
the prophet, saying, 18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation,
and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children,
and would not be comforted, because they are not.
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Herod killed all the male children, not only in Bethlehem, but in all the villages
of that city. Unbridled wrath, armed with an unlawful power, often carries men to
absurd cruelties. It was no unrighteous thing with God to permit this; every life is
Jforfeited to his justice as soon as it begins. The diseases and deaths of little children
are proofs of original sin. But the murder of these infants was their martyrdom. How
early did persecution against Christ and his kingdom begin! Herod now thought that
he had baffled the Old Testament prophecies, and the efforts of the wise men in finding
Christ; but whatever crafty, cruel devices are in men’s hearts, the counsel of the Lord
shall stand.
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Death of Herod, Jesus brought to Nazareth. (19-23)19 But when Herod
was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt, 20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother,
and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the
young child’s life. 21 And he arose, and took the young child and his
mother, and came into the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that
Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream,
he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: 23 And he came and dwelt in
a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.
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Egypt may serve to sojourn in, or take shelter in, for awhile, but not to abide
in. Chris(((t was sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, to them he must return.
Nazareth was a place held in bad esteem, and Christ was crucified with this accusation,
Jesus the Nazarene. Wherever Providence allots the bounds of our habitation, we
must expect to share the reproach of Christ; yet we may glory in being called by his
name, sure that if we suffer with him, we shall also be glorified with him.

Matthew 3

John the Baptist, His preaching, manner of life, and baptism. (1-
6)1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness
of Judaea, 2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand. 3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying,
The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight. 4 And the same John had his raiment
of camel’s hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat
was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and
all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, 6 And were baptized
of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.
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After Malachi there was no prophet until John the Baptist came. He appeared
first in the wilderness of Judea. This was not an uninhabited desert, but a part of the
country not thickly peopled, nor much enclosed. No place is so remote as to shut us
out from the visits of Divine grace. The doctrine he preached was repentance; “Repent
ve.” The word here used, implies a total alteration in the mind, a change in the
Judgment, disposition, and affections, another and a better bias of the soul. It is a
great encouragement to us to repent; repent, for your sins shall be pardoned upon
your repentance The way of sin and Satan is a crooked way; but to prepare a way for
Christ, the paths must be made straight, hebrews 12:13 . The benefits of the kingdom
of heaven, now at hand, were thereupon sealed to them by baptism. John washed
them with water, in token that God would cleanse them from all their iniquities,
thereby intimating, that by nature and practice all were polluted, and could not be
admitted among the people of God, unless washed from their sins in the fountain
Christ was to open, zechariah 13:1 .

John reproves the Pharisees and Sadducees.(7-12) 7 But when
he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he
said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? 8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for
repentance: 9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham
to our father: for | say unto you, that God is able of these stones to
raise up children unto Abraham. 10 And now also the axe is laid unto
the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 11 | indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I,
whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and with fire: 12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will
throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
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The Pharisees laid their chief stress on outward observances, neglecting the
weightier matters of the moral law, and the spiritual meaning of their legal ceremonies.
Others of them were detestable hypocrites, making their pretences to holiness a cloak
for iniquity. The Sadducees ran into the opposite extreme, denying the existence of
spirits, and a future state. They were the scornful infidels of that time and country.
There is a wrath to come. It is the great concern of every one to flee from that wrath.
God, who delights not in our ruin, has warned us; he warns by the written word, by
ministers, by conscience.. Here is a word of caution, not to trust in outward privileges.
There is a great deal which carnal hearts are apt to say within themselves, to put
aside the convincing, commanding power of the word of God. Multitudes, by resting
in the honours and mere advantages of their being members of an outward church,
come short of heaven. Here is a word of terror to the careless and secure. Our corrupt
hearts cannot be made to produce good fruit, unless the regenerating Spirit of Christ
graft the good word of God upon them. And every tree, however high in gifts and
honours, however green in outward professions and performances, if it bring not
forth good fruit, the fruits meet for repentance, is hewn down and cast into the fire of
God’s wrath, the fittest place for barren trees: what else are they good for? If not fit
for fruit, they are fit for fuel. John shows the design and intention of Christ’s appearing,
which they were now speedily to expect.. The purifying and cleansing power of the
Holy Spirit alone can produce that purity of heart, and those holy affections, which
accompany salvation. It is Christ who baptizes with the Holy Ghost. This he did in
the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit sent upon the apostles, acts 2:4. . This he does in
the graces and comforts of the Spirit, given to those that ask him, Lu 11:13; Joh
7:38,391; see acts 11:16 . Observe here, the outward church is Christ’s floor, isaiah
21:10 . True believers are as wheat, substantial, useful, and valuable; hypocrites are
as chaff, light and empty, useless and worthless, carried about with every wind; these
are mixed, good and bad, in the same outward communion. There is a day coming
when the wheat and chaff shall be separated.

The baptism of Jesus. (13-17) 13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to
Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 14 But John forbad him,
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saying, | have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?
15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for
thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.
16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo
a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom | am
well pleased.
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Christ does not deny that John had need to be baptized of him, yet declares he
will now be baptized of John. Christ is now in a state of humiliation. Our Lord Jesus
looked upon it as well becoming him to fulfil all righteousness, to own every Divine
institution, and to show his readiness to comply with all God’s righteous precepts. In
and through Christ, the heavens are opened to the children of men. At Christ’s baptism
there was a manifestation of the three Persons in the sacred Trinity. The Father
confirming the Son to be Mediator; the Son solemnly entering upon the work; the
Holy Spirit descending on him, to be through his mediation communicated to his
people.

Matthew 4

The temptation of Christ. (1-11) 1 Then was Jesus led up of the
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 2 And when he
had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.
3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of
God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he answered
and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 5 Then the devil taketh
him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,
6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for
it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in
their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot
against a stone. 7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt
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not tempt the Lord thy God. 8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the
world, and the glory of them; 9 And saith unto him, All these things
will 1 give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 10 Then saith
Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 11 Then the
devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.
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In the temptation of Christ it appears that our enemy is subtle, spiteful, and
very daring; but he can be resisted. He tempted him to despair of his Father’s goodness,
and to distrust his Father'’s care concerning him. Christ answered all the temptations
of Satan with “It is written;” to set us an example, he appealed to what was written in
the Scriptures. This method we must take, when at any time we are tempted to sin.

The opening of Christ’s ministry in Galilee. (12-17) 12 Now when
Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into
Galilee; 13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum,
which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:
14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet,

29



Sodon TG 45 oTEEHEn

saying, 15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the
way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 16 The people
which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the
region and shadow of death light is sprung up. 17 From that time
Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand.
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Those who arewithout Christ, are in the dark. They were sitting in this
condition, a contented posture; they chose it rather than light; they were willingly
ignorant. When the gospel comes, light comes; when it comes to any place, when it
comes to any soul, it makes day there. Light discovers and directs; so does the gospel.
The doctrine of repentance is right gospel doctrine. Not only the austere John Baptist,
but the gracious Jesus, preached repentance.

Call of Simon and others. (18-22) 18 And Jesus, walking by the
sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 19 And he
saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 20 And
they straightway left their nets, and followed him. 21 And going on
from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee,
and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending
their nets; and he called them. 22 And they immediately left the ship
and their father, and followed him.
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When Christ began to preach, he began to gather disciples, who should be
hearers, and afterwards preachers of his doctrine, who should be witnesses of his
miracles, and afterwards testify concerning them. He went not to Herod’s court, not
to Jerusalem, among the chief priests and the elders, but to the sea of Galilee, among
the fishermen.

Jesus teaches and works miracles.(23-25) 23 And Jesus went
about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease among the people. 24 And his fame went throughout all Syria:
and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers
diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils,
and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he
healed them. 25 And there followed him great multitudes of people
from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from
Judaea, and from beyond Jordan
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Wherever Christ went, he confirmed his Divine mission by miracles, which
were emblems of the healing power of his doctrine, and the influences of the Spirit
which accompanied it. We do not now find the Saviour’s miraculous healing power in
our bodies; but if we are cured by medicine, the praise is equally his. Three general
words are here used. He healed every sickness or disease; none was too bad; none too
hard, for Christ to heal with a word. Three diseases are named; the palsy, which is
the greatest weakness of the body; lunacy, which is the greatest malady of the mind;
and possession of the devil, which is the greatest misery and calamity of both; yet
Christ healed all, and by thus curing bodily diseases, showed that his great errand
into the world was to cure spiritual maladies. Sin is the sickness, disease, and torment
of the soul: Christ came to take away sin, and so to heal the soul.
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Christ’s sermon on the mount.(1,2) Beatitudes (3-12) 1 And seeing
the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him: 2 And he opened his mouth, and taught
them, saying, 3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. 4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be
filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed
are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the
peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 10 Blessed
are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for
my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were beforeyou
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Our Saviour here gives eight characters of blessed people, which represent to
us the principal graces of a Christian. 1. The poor in spirit are happy. These bring
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their minds to their condition, when it is a low condition. They are humble and lowly
in their own eyes. 2. Those that mourn are happy. Heaven is the joy of our Lord; a
mountain of joy, to which our way is through a vale of tears. Such mourners shall be
comforted by their God. 3. The meek are happy. The meek are those who quietly
submit to God; who can bear insult; are silent, or return a soft answer; who, in their
patience, keep possession of their own souls, when they can scarcely keep possession
of anything else. Meekness promotes wealth, comfort, and safety, even in this world.
4. Those who hunger and thirst after righteousness are happy. Righteousness is here
put for all spiritual blessings. Our desires of spiritual blessings must be earnest.
Though all desires for grace are not grace, yet such a desire as this, is a desire of
God’s own raising, and he will not forsake the work of his own hands. 5. The merciful
are happy. We must have compassion on the souls of others, and help them; pity those
who are in sin, and seek to snatch them as brands out of the burning. 6. The pure in
heart are happy; for they shall see God. Here holiness and happiness are fully described
and put together. The heart must be purified by faith, and kept for God. Create in me
such a clean heart, O God. None but the pure are capable of seeing God, nor would
heaven be happiness to the impure. 7. The peace-makers are happy. They love, and
desire, and delight in peace; and study to be quiet. They keep the peace that it be not
broken, and recover it when it is broken. If the peace-makers are blessed, woe to the
peace-breakers! 8. Those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake are happy. This
saying is peculiar to Christianity; and it is more largely insisted upon than any of the
rest. Yet there is nothing in our sufferings that can merit of God; but God will provide
that those who lose for him, though life itself, shall not lose by him in the end. Blessed
Jesus! how different are thy maxims from those of men of this world! They call the
proud happy, and admire the gay, the rich, the powerful, and the victorious. May we
find mercy from the Lord; may we be owned as his children, and inherit his kingdom.
With these enjoyments and hopes, we may cheerfully welcome low or painful
circumstances.

Exhortations and warnings. (13-16) 13 Ye are the salt of the earth:
but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden
under foot of men. 14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on
an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that
are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
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Ye are the salt of the earth. Mankind, lying in ignorance and wickedness, were as a
vast heap, ready to putrify; but Christ sent forth his disciples, by their lives and
doctrines to season it with knowledge and grace. If they are not such as they should
be, they are as salt that has lost its savour. If a man can take up the profession of
Christ, and yet remain graceless, no other doctrine, no other means, can make him
profitable. Our light must shine, by doing such good works as men may see. What is
between God and our souls, must be kept to ourselves; but that which is of itself open
to the sight of men, we must study to make suitable to our profession, and praiseworthy.
We must aim at the glory of God.

Christ came to confirm the law. (17-20) 17 Think not that | am
come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | am not come to destroy,
but to fulfil. 18 For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass,
one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of
heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For | say unto you, That
except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.
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Let none suppose that Christ allows his people to trifle with any commands of
God’s holy law. No sinner partakes of Christ’s justifying righteousness, till he repents
of his evil deeds. The mercy revealed in the gospel leads the believer to still deeper
self-abhorrence. The law is the Christian’s rule of duty, and he delights therein. If a
man, pretending to be Christ’s disciple, encourages himself in any allowed
disobedience to the holy law of God, or teaches others to do the same, whatever his
station or reputation among men may be, he can be no true disciple. Christ’s
righteousness, imputed to us by faith alone, is needed by every one that enters the

kingdom of grace or of glory; but the new creation of the heart to holiness, produces
a thorough change in a man’s temper and conduct.

The sixth commandment. (21-26)21 Ye have heard that it was
said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall Kill
shall be in danger of the judgment: 22 But | say unto you, That
whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger
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of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall
be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall
be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar,
and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;
24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 25 Agree
with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest
at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge
deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 26 Verily | say
unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast
paid the uttermost farthing.
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The Jewish teachers had taught, that nothing except actual murder was
forbidden by the sixth commandment. Thus they explained away its spiritual meaning.
Christ showed the full meaning of this commandment; according to which we must be
judged hereafter, and therefore ought to be ruled now. All rash anger is heart murder.
By our brother, here, we are to understand any person, though ever so much below
us, for we are all made of one blood.

The seventh commandment. (27-32) 27 Ye have heard that it was
said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28 But | say
unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in his heart. 29 And if thy right
eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole
body should be cast into hell. 30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut
it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy
members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast
into hell. 31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let
him give her a writing of divorcement: 32 But | say unto you, That
whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication,
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causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that
is divorced committeth adultery.
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Victory over the desires of the heart, must be attended with painful exertions.
But it must be done. Every thing is bestowed to save us from our sins, not in them. All
our senses and powers must be kept from those things which lead to transgression.
Those who lead others into temptation to sin, by dress or in other ways, or leave them
in it, or expose them to it, make themselves guilty of their sin, and will be accountable
for it. If painful operations are submitted to, that our lives may be saved, what ought
our minds to shrink from, when the salvation of our souls is concerned? There is
tender mercy under all the Divine requirements, and the grace and consolations of
the Spirit will enable us to attend to them.

The third commandment. (33-37) 33 Again, ye have heard that it
hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself,
but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 But | say unto you,
Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: 35 Nor by
the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city
of the great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because
thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37 But let your
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil.
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There is no reason to consider that solemn oaths in a court of justice, or on
other proper occasions, are wrong, provided they are taken with due reverence. But
all oaths taken without necessity, or in common conversation, must be sinful, as well
as all those expressions which are appeals to God, though persons think thereby to
evade the guilt of swearing. The worse men are, the less they are bound by oaths; the
better they are, the less there is need for them.

.The law of retaliation. (38-42) 38 Ye have heard that it hath
been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 39 But | say unto
you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy
right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if any man will sue
thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also.
41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain
42 Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of
thee turn not thouaway.
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The plain instruction is, Suffer any injury that can be borne, for the sake of
peace, committing your concerns to the Lord’s keeping. And the sum of all is, that
Christians must avoid disputing and striving. If any say, Flesh and blood cannot
pass by such an affront, let them remember, that flesh and blood shall not inherit the

kingdom of God; and those who act upon right principles will have most peace and
comfort.

The law of love explained. (43-48) 43 Ye have heard that it hath
been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 44 But
| say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your Father
which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if ye love
them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans
the same? 47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more
than others? do not even the publicans so? 48 Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
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The Jewish teachers by “neighbour” understood only those who were of their
own country, nation, and religion, whom they were pleased to look upon as their
friends. The Lord Jesus teaches that we must do all the real kindness we can to all,
especially to their souls. We must pray for them. While many will render good for
good, we must render good for evil; and this will speak a nobler principle than most
men act by. Others salute their brethren, and embrace those of their own party, and
way, and opinion, but we must not so confine our respect. It is the duty of Christians
to desire, and aim at, and press towards perfection in grace and holiness. And therein
we must study to conform ourselves to the example of our heavenly Father, 1Pe 1:15,16.

Matthew 6

Against hypocrisy in almsgiving. (1-4) 1 Take heed that ye do
not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no
reward of your Father which is in heaven. 2 Therefore when thou doest
thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men.
Verily | say unto you, They have their reward. 3 But when thou doest
alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: 4 That
thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret
himself shall reward thee openly.

6% OTODED
50"3"‘;6,52.6335" éé&é}: Hodoe
zﬁa?éao“q)?geéa 38383 708 Ty o &8 S°6§5633 Dohdome (el
H58; BIDEO HBSTE HoS) H Bold &g s Hodn Frosd.
2 255 Y Al 30‘53326‘@663 2005w OIS FPoBBBI, Sheden
JEre00085west et Bosnerrdd & Swodd ard éﬁ&oéécﬁg;
T8 S5 HOKD TPoBAWTHE JF)chsore &8 BY)HTH. 3 538 aleFo

38

Matthew

Sodon TG 65 OEEEHED

3@’:33?6@&), R BB BRG0P0 AFK0 ) H&Tomy Do O
DEHUS BOCHEDOEDIBD 4 weond SRR Srchihd) d Sol@ %
(58 Do

Our Lord next warned against hypocrisy and outward show in religious duties.

What we do, must be done from an inward principle, that we may be approved of God,
not that we may be praised of men.

Against hypocrisy in prayer. (5-8) 5 And when thou prayest, thou
shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of
men. Verily | say unto you, They have their reward. 6 But thou, when
thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door,
pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly. 7 But when ye pray, use not vain
repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard
for their much speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.
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The Scribes and Pharisees were guilty of two great faults in prayer, vain-
glory and vain repetitions. “Verily they have their reward;” if in so great a matter as
is between us and God, when we are at prayer, we can look to so poor a thing as the
praise of men, it is just that it should be all our reward. If he does not give his people
what they ask, it is because he knows they do not need it, and that it is not for their
good. So far is God from being wrought upon by the length or words of our prayers,
that the most powerful intercessions are those which are made with groanings that
cannot be uttered. Let us well study what is shown of the frame of mind in which our
prayers should be offered, and learn daily from Christ how to pray.

How to pray. (9-15) 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day
our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine
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is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 14 For if
ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.
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Christ saw it needful to show his disciples what must commonly be the matter
and method of their prayer. The petitions are six; the first three relate more expressly
to God and his honour, the last three to our own concerns, both temporal and spiritual.
We ask for bread; that teaches us sobriety and temperance: and we ask only for
bread; not for what we do not need. We ask for our bread; that teaches us honesty and
industry: we do not ask for the bread of others, nor the bread of deceit, proverbs
20:17 ; nor the bread of idleness, proverbs 31:27 , but the bread honestly gotten. We
ask for our daily bread; which teaches us constantly to depend upon Divine Providence.
We beg of God to give it us; not sell it us, nor lend it us, but give it. Also that we ought
to pray with our families. As the day comes we must pray to our heavenly Father, and
reckon we could as well go a day without food, as without prayer. We are taught to
hate and dread sin while we hope for mercy, to distrust ourselves, to rely on the
providence and grace of God to keep us from it, to be prepared to resist the tempter,
and not to become tempters of others. Here is a promise, If you forgive, your heavenly
Father will also forgive. We must forgive, as we hope to be forgiven. Those who desire
to find mercy with God, must show mercy to their brethren. Christ came into the
world as the great Peace-maker, not only to reconcile us to God, but one to another.

Respecting fasting. (16-18) 16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as
the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces,
that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily | say unto you, They
have their reward. 17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head,
and wash thy face; 18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but
unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in
secret, shall reward thee openly.
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Religious fasting is a duty required of the disciples of Christ, but it is not so
much a duty itself, as a means to dispose us for other duties. Fasting is the humbling
of the soul, psalms 35:13 ; that is the inside of the duty; let that, therefore, be thy
principal care, and as to the outside of it, covet not to let it be seen. God sees in
secret, and will reward openly.

Evil of being worldly-minded. (19-24) 19 Lay not up for
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal: 21 For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also. 22 The light of the body is
the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of
light. 23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness.
If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that
darkness! 24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate
the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
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Christ counsels to make our best things the joys and glories of the other
world, those things not seen which are eternal, and to place our happiness in them.
There are treasures in heaven. It is our wisdom to give all diligence to make our title
to eternal life sure through Jesus Christ, and to look on all things here below, as not
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worthy to be compared with it, and to be content with nothing short of it. It is happiness
above and beyond the changes and chances of time, an inheritance incorruptible.
The worldly man is wrong in his first principle; therefore all his reasonings and
actions therefrom must be wrong. It is equally to be applied to false religion; that
which is deemed light is thick darkness. This is an awful, but a common case; we
should therefore carefully examine our leading principles by the word of God, with
earnest prayer for the teaching of his Spirit. A man may do some service to two
masters, but he can devote himself to the service of no more than one. God requires
the whole heart, and will not share it with the world. When two masters oppose each
other, no man can serve both. He who holds to the world and loves it, must despise
God; he who loves God, must give up the friendship of the world.

Trust in God commended. (25-34) 25 Therefore | say unto you,
Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink;
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than
meat, and the body than raiment? 26 Behold the fowls of the air: for
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?
27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?
28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 29 And yet |
say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like
one of these. 30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field,
which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much
more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 31 Therefore take no thought,
saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed? 32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:)
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought
for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
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Be not anxious for the future, how you shall live next year, or when you are
old, or what you shall leave behind you. As we must not boast of tomorrow, so we
must not care for to-morrow, or the events of it. God has given us life, and has given
us the body. And what can he not do for us, who did that? If we take care about our
souls and for eternity, which are more than the body and its life, we may leave it to
God to provide for us food and raiment, which are less. Improve this as an
encouragement to trust in God. We must reconcile ourselves to our worldly estate, as
we do to our stature. We cannot alter the disposals of Providence, therefore we must
submit and resign ourselves to them. Thoughtfulness for our souls is the best cure of
thoughtfulness for the world. Seek first the kingdom of God, and make religion your
business: say not that this is the way to starve; no, it is the way to be well provided
for, even in this world. The conclusion of the whole matter is, that it is the will and
command of the Lord Jesus, that by daily prayers we may get strength to bear us up
under our daily troubles, and to arm us against the temptations that attend them, and
then let none of these things move us. Happy are those who take the Lord for their
God, and make full proof of it by trusting themselves wholly to his wise disposal. Let
thy Spirit convince us of sin in the want of this disposition, and take away the

worldliness of our hearts.
Matthew 7

Christ reproves rash judgment. (1-6) 1 Judge not, that ye be not
judged. 2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 3 And
why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest
not the beam that is in thine own eye? 4 Or how wilt thou say to thy
brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a
beam is in thine own eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam
out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the
mote out of thy brother’s eye. 6 Give not that which is holy unto the
dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them
under their feet, and turn again and rend you.
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We must judge ourselves, and judge of our own acts, but not make our word a
law to everybody. We must not judge rashly, nor pass judgment upon our brother
without any ground. That which charity teaches us to call but a splinter in our brother’s
eye, true repentance and godly sorrow will teach us to call a beam in our own. It is as
strange that a man can be in a sinful, miserable condition, and not be aware of it, as
that a man should have a beam in his eye, and not consider it; but the god of this
world blinds their minds. Here is a good rule for reprovers; first reform thyself.

Encouragements to prayer.(7-11) 7 Ask, and it shall be given you,;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9 Or what man is there of you,
whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 10 Or if he ask a
fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father
which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?
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Prayer is the appointed means for obtaining what we need. Pray; pray often;
make a business of prayer, and be serious and earnest in it. Ask, as a beggar asks
alms. Ask, as a traveller asks the way. Seek, as for a thing of value that we have lost;
or as the merchantman that seeks goodly pearls. Knock, as he that desires to enter
into the house knocks at the door.

The broad and narrow way.(12-14) 12 Therefore all things
whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them: for this is the law and the prophets. 13 Enter ye in at the strait
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait
is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it.
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Christ came to teach us, not only what we are to know and believe, but what
we are to do; not only toward God, but toward men; not only toward those of our
party and persuasion, but toward men in general, all with whom we have to do. We
must do that to our neighbour which we ourselves acknowledge to be fit and reasonable.
We must, in our dealings with men, suppose ourselves in the same case and
circumstances with those we have to do with, and act accordingly. There are but two
ways right and wrong, good and evil; the way to heaven and the way to hell; in the
one or other of these all are walking: there is no middle place hereafter, no middle
way now. All the children of men are saints or sinners, godly or ungodly. See concerning
the way of sin and sinners, that the gate is wide, and stands open. You may go in at
this gate with all your lusts about you, it gives no check to appetites or passions. It
is a broad way; there are many paths in it; there is choice of sinful ways. There is a
large company in this way. But what profit is there in being willing to go to hell with
others, because they will not go to heaven with us? The way to eternal life is narrow.
We are not in heaven as soon as we are got through the strait gate. Self must be
denied, the body kept under, and corruptions mortified. Daily temptations must be
resisted; duties must be done.

Against false prophets.(15-20) 15 Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. 16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes
of thorns, or figs of thistles? 17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth
good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 18 A good tree
cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth
good fruit. 19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down,
and cast into the fire. 20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them
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Nothing so much prevents men from entering the strait gate, and becoming
true followers of Christ, as the carnal, soothing, flattering doctrines of those who
oppose the truth. They may be known by the drift and effects of their doctrines. Some
part of their temper and conduct is contrary to the mind of Christ. Those opinions
come not from God that lead to sin.

To be doers of the word, not hearers only.(21-29) 21 Not every
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
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heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works? 23 And then will | profess unto them, |
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 24 Therefore
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And
every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not,
shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the
sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the
people were astonished at his doctrine: 29 For he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes.
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Christ here shows that it will not be enough to own him for our Master, only
in word and tongue. It is necessary to our happiness that we believe in Christ, that we
repent of sin, that we live a holy life, that we love one another. This is his will, even
our sanctification. Let us take heed of resting in outward privileges and doings, lest
we deceive ourselves, and perish eternally, as multitudes do, with a lie in our right
hand. Let every one that names the name of Christ, depart from all sin. There are
others, whose religion rests in bare hearing, and it goes no further; their heads are
filled with empty notions. These two sorts of hearers are represented as two builders.
This parable teaches us to hear and do the sayings of the Lord Jesus: some may seem
hard to flesh and blood, but they must be done. Christ is laid for a foundation, and
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every thing besides Christ is sand. Some build their hopes upon worldly prosperity;
others upon an outward profession of religion. Upon these they venture; but they are
all sand, too weak to bear such a fabric as our hopes of heaven. There is a storm
coming that will try every man’s work. When God takes away the soul, where is the
hope of the hypocrite? The house fell in the storm, when the builder had most need of
it, and expected it would be a shelter to him. It fell when it was too late to build
another. May the Lord make us wise builders for eternity. Then nothing shall separate
us from the love of Christ Jesus. The multitudes were astonished at the wisdom and
power of Christ’s doctrine. And this sermon, ever so often read over, is always new.
Every word proves its Author to be Divine. Let us be more and more decided and
earnest, making some one or other of these blessednesses and Christian graces the
main subject of our thoughts, even for weeks together. Let us not rest in general and
confused desires after them, whereby we grasp at all, but catch nothing.

Matthew 8

He heals a leper. (1-4) 1 When he was come down from the
mountain, great multitudes followed him. 2 And, behold, there came
a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst
make me clean. 3 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him,
saying, | will; b.e thou clean And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
4 And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way,
shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded,
for a testimony unto them.
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In these verses we have an account of Christ’s cleansing a leper, who came
and worshipped him, as one clothed with Divine power. This cleansing directs us, not
only to apply to Christ, who has power over bodily diseases, for the cure of them, but
it also teaches us in what manner to apply to him. When we cannot be sure of God’s
will, we may be sure of his wisdom and mercy. No guilt is so great, but there is that in
Christ’s blood which atones for it; no corruption so strong, but there is that in his
grace which can subdue it. To be made clean we must commend ourselves to his pity;
we cannot demand it as a debt, but we must humbly request it as a favour..

A centurion’s servant healed. (5-13) And when Jesus was entered
into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him,
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6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy,
grievously tormented. 7 And Jesus saith unto him, | will come and
heal him. 8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, | am not worthy
that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only,
and my servant shall be healed. 9 For | am a man under authority,
having soldiers under me: and | say to this man, Go, and he goeth;
and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and
he doeth it. 10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them
that followed, Verily | say unto you, | have not found so great faith, no,
not in Israel. 11 And | say unto you, That many shall come from the
east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,
in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the children of the kingdom shall be
cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou
hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in
the selfsame hour.
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This centurion was a heathen, a Roman soldier. Though he was a soldier, yet
he was a godly man. No man’s calling or place will be an excuse for unbelief and sin.
See how he states his servant’s case. We should concern ourselves for the souls of our
children and servants, who are spiritually sick, who feel not spiritual evils, who
know not that which is spiritually good; and we should bring them to Christ by faith
and prayers. Observe his self-abasement. Humble souls are made more humble by
Christ’s gracious dealings with them. Observe his great faith. The more diffident we
are of ourselves, the stronger will be our confidence in Christ. Herein the centurion
owns him to have Divine power, and a full command of all the creatures and powers
of nature, as a master over his servants. Such servants we all should be to God; we
must go and come, according to the directions of his word and the disposals of his
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providence. But when the Son of man comes he finds little faith, therefore he finds
little fruit. An outward profession may cause us to be called children of the kingdom;
but if we rest in that, and have nothing else to show, we shall be cast out. The servant
got a cure of his disease, and the master got the approval of his faith. What was said
to him, is said to all, Believe, and ye shall receive; only believe. See the power of
Christ, and the power of faith. The healing of our souls is at once the effect and
evidence of our interest in the blood of Christ.

Cure of Peter’s wife’s mother. (14-17)14 And when Jesus was
come into Peter’'s house, he saw his wife’'s mother laid, and sick of a
fever. 15 And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she
arose, and ministered unto them. 16 When the even was come, they
brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast
out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: 17 That it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying,
Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.
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Peter had a wife, yet was an apostle of Christ, who showed that he approved
of the married state, by being thus kind to Peter’s wife’s relations. The church of
Rome, which forbids ministers to marry, goes contrary to that apostle upon whom
they rest so much. He had his wife’s mother with him in his family, which is an
example to be kind to our relations. In spiritual healing, the Scripture speaks the
word, the Spirit gives the touch, touches the heart, touches the hand. Those who
recover from fevers, commonly are weak and feeble some time after; but to show that
this cure was above the power of nature, the woman was at once so well as to go
about the business of the house. The miracles which Jesus did being noised abroad,
many thronged to him. Many are the diseases and calamities to which we are liable
in the body; and there is more, in those words of the gospel, that Jesus Christ bore
our sicknesses and carried our sorrows, to support and comfort us under them, than
in all the writings of the philosophers.

The scribe’s zealous proposal. (18-22) 18 Now when Jesus saw
great multitudes about him, he gave commandment to depart unto
the other side. 19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master,
I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 20 And Jesus saith unto
him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the
Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 21 And another of his
disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.
22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their
dead
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One of the scribes was too hasty in promising; he proffers himself to be a
close follower of Christ. He seems to be very resolute. Many resolutions for religion
are produced by sudden conviction, and taken up without due consideration; these
come to nothing. When this scribe offered to follow Christ, one would think he should
have been encouraged; one scribe might do more credit and service than twelve
fishermen, but Christ saw his heart, and answered to its thoughts, and therein teaches
all how to come to Christ. His resolve seems to have been from a worldly, covetous
principle; but Christ had not a place to lay his head on, and if he follows him, he
must not expect to fare better than he fared. We have reason to think this scribe went
away. Another was too slow. Delay in doing is as bad on the one hand, as hastiness in
resolving is on the other. He asked leave to attend his father to his grave, and then he
would be at Christ’s service. This seemed reasonable, yet it was not right. He had not
true zeal for the work. Burying the dead, especially a dead father, is a good work, but
it is not thy work at this time. If Christ requires our service, affection even for the
nearest and dearest relatives, and for things otherwise our duty, must give way. An
unwilling mind never wants an excuse. The scribe said, I will follow thee; to this man
Christ said, Follow me; comparing them together, it shows that we are brought to
Christ by the force of his call to us, romans 9:16 .

Christ in a storm. (23-27) 23 And when he was entered into a
ship, his disciples followed him. 24 And, behold, there arose a great
tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves:
but he was asleep. 25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him,
saying, Lord, save us: we perish. 26 And he saith unto them, Why are
ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds
and the sea; and there was a great calm. 27 But the men marvelled,
saying, What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea
obey him!
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. Those who are passing with Christ over the ocean of this world, must expect
storms. His human nature, like to ours in every thing but sin, was wearied, and he
slept at this time to try the faith of his disciples. They, in their fear, came to their
Master. Thus is it in a soul; when lusts and temptations are swelling and raging, and
God is, as it were, asleep to it, this brings it to the brink of despair. Then it cries for
a word from his mouth, Lord Jesus, keep not silence to me, or I am undone. Many that
have true faith, are weak in it. Great storms of doubt and fear in the soul, under the
power of the spirit of bondage, sometimes end in a wonderful calm, created and
spoken by the Spirit of adoption. They were astonished. They never saw a storm so
turned at once into a perfect calm. He that can do this, can do any thing, which
encourages confidence and comfort in him, in the most stormy day, within or without,
isaiah 26:4 .

He heals two possessed with devils.(28-34) 28 And when he
was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there
met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding
fierce, so that no man might pass by that way. 29 And, behold, they
cried out, saying, What have we to do with hither to torment us before
the time? 30 And there was a good way thee, Jesus, thou Son of God?
art thou come off from them an herd of many swine feeding. 31 So the
devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away
into the herd of swine. 32 And he said unto them, Go. And when they
were come out, they went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the
whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and
perished in the waters. 33 And they that kept them fled, and went
their ways into the city, and told every thing, and what was befallen to
the possessed of the devils. 34 And, behold, the whole city came out to
meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought him that he would
depart out of their coasts.
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Satan and his instruments can go no further than he permits; they must quit
possession when he commands. They cannot break his hedge of protection about his
people; they cannot enter even a swine without his leave. They had leave. God often,
for wise and holy ends, permits the efforts of Satan’s rage. Thus the devil hurries
people to sin; hurries them to what they have resolved against, which they know will
be shame and grief to them: miserable is the condition of those who are led captive
by him at his will. There are a great many who prefer their swine before the Saviour,
and so come short of Christ and salvation by him.

Matthew 9

Jesus returns to Capernaum, and heals a paralytic. (1-8) 1 And
he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.
2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a
bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son,
be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 3 And, behold, certain of
the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. 4 And Jesus
knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?
5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say,
Arise, and walk? 6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath
power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,)
Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 7 And he arose, and
departed to his house. 8 But when the multitudes saw it, they
marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men.
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The faith of the friends of the paralytic in bringing him to Christ, was a
strong faith; they firmly believed that Jesus Christ both could and would heal him. A
strong faith regards no obstacles in pressing after Christ. It was a humble faith; they
brought him to attend on Christ. It was an active faith. Sin may be pardoned, yet the
sickness not be removed; the sickness may be removed, yet the sin not pardoned: but
if we have the comfort of peace with God, with the comfort of recovery from sickness,
this makes the healing a mercy indeed.. Not only he had no more need to be carried
upon his bed, but he had strength to carry it. God must be glorified in all the power
that is given to do good.

Matthew, or Levi’s feast. (10-13) 10 And it came to pass, as Jesus
sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came
and sat down with him and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees
saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with
publicans and sinners? 12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto
them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.
13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, | will have mercy, and not
sacrifice: for | am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.
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A saving change is wrought in the soul, by Christ as the author, and his word
as the means. Neither Matthew’s place, nor his gains by it, could detain him, when
Christ called him. He left it, and though we find the disciples, who were fishers,
occasionally fishing again afterwards, we never more find Matthew at his sinful gain.
Some time after his call, Matthew sought to bring his old associates to hear Christ.
Christ’s conversing with sinners is here called mercy; for to promote the conversion
of souls is the greatest act of mercy. The gospel call is a call to repentance; a call to
us to change our minds, and to change our ways. If the children of men had not been
sinners, there had been no need for Christ to come among them. Let us examine
whether we have found out our sickness, and have learned to follow the directions of
our great Physician.
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Objections of John’s disciples. (14-17) 14 Then came to him the
disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but
thy disciples fast not? 15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children
of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them?
but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them,
and then shall they fast. 16 No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto
an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the
garment, and the rent is made worse. 17 Neither do men put new
wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out,
and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and
both are preserved.
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John was at this time in prison; his circumstances, his character, and the
nature of the message he was sent to deliver, led those who were peculiarly attached
to him, to keep frequent fasts. Christ referred them to John's testimony of him, Joh
3:29. Though there is no doubt that Jesus and his disciples lived in a spare and
[frugal manner, it would be improper for his disciples to fast while they had the comfort
of his presence. When he is with them, all is well. The presence of the sun makes day,
and its absence produces night. Our Lord further reminded them of common rules of
prudence. It was not usual to take a piece of rough woolen cloth, which had never
been prepared, to join to an old garment, for it would not join well with the soft, old
garment, but would tear it further, and the rent would be made worse. Nor would men
put new wine into old leathern bottles, which were going to decay, and would be
liable to burst from the fermenting of the wine; but putting the new wine into strong,
new, skin bottles, both would be preserved. Great caution and prudence are necessary,

that young converts may not receive gloomy and forbidding ideas of the service of
our Lord; but duties are to be urged as they are able to bear them.

Christ raises the daughter of Jairus, He heals the issue of blood.
(18-26) 18 While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came
a certain ruler, and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is even now
dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live. 19 And
Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. 20 And, behold,
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a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years,
came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: 21 For she
said within herself, If | may but touch his garment, | shall be whole.
22 But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said,
Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the
woman was made whole from that hour. 23 And when Jesus came
into the ruler’'s house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a
noise, 24 He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not dead, but
sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. 25 But when the people
were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid
arose. 26 And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land.
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A poor woman applied herself to Christ, and received mercy from him by the
way. If we do but touch, as it were, the hem of Christ’s garment by living faith, our
worst evils will be healed; there is no other real cure, nor need we fear his knowing
things which are a grief and burden to us, but which we would not tell to any earthly
friend. When Christ entered the ruler’s house, he said, Give place. Sometimes, when
the sorrow of the world prevails, it is difficult for Christ and his comforts to enter.
The ruler’s daughter was really dead, but not so to Christ. The death of the righteous
is in a special manner to be looked on as only a sleep. The words and works of Christ
may not at first be understood, yet they are not therefore to be despised. The people
were put forth. Scorners who laugh at what they do not understand, are not proper
witnesses of the wonderful works of Christ. Dead souls are not raised to spiritual
life, unless Christ take them by the hand: it is done in the day of his power. If this
single instance of Christ’s raising one newly dead so increased his fame, what will be
his glory when all that are in their graves shall hear his voice, and come forth; those
that have done good to the resurrection of life, and those that have done evil to the
resurrection of damnation!
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He heals two blind men. (27-31) 27 And when Jesus departed
thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and saying, Thou Son of
David, have mercy on us. 28 And when he was come into the house,
the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto them, Believe ye
that | am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. 29 Then
touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you.
30 And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them,
saying, See that no man know it. 31 But they, when they were departed,
spread abroad his fame in all that country.
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At this time the Jews expected Messiah would appear, these blind men knew
and proclaimed in the streets of Capernaum that he was come, and that Jesus was he.
Those who, by the providence of God, have lost their bodily sight, may, by the grace
of God, have the eyes of their understanding fully enlightened. In Christ is enough
for all. They followed him crying aloud. He would try their faith, and would teach us
always to pray, and not to faint, though the answer does not come at once. They
followed Christ, and followed him crying; but the great question is, Do ye believe?
Nature may make us earnest, but it is only grace that can work faith. Christ touched
their eyes. He gives sight to blind souls by the power of his grace going with his
word, and he puts the cure upon their faith. .

Christ casts out a dumb spirit.(32-34) 32 As they went out, behold,
they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil. 33 And when
the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marvelled,
saying, It was never so seen in Israel. 34 But the Pharisees said, He
casteth out devils through the prince of the devils.
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Of the two, better a dumb devil than a blaspheming one. Christ’s cures strike
at the root, and remove the effect by taking away the cause; they open the lips, by
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breaking Satan’s power in the soul. Nothing can convince those who are under the
power of pride. They will believe anything, however false or absurd, rather than the
Holy Scriptures; thus they show the enmity of their hearts against a holy God.

He sends forth the apostles. (35-38) 35 And Jesus went about
all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease
among the people. 36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved
with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then saith he unto his
disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;
38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth
labourers into his harvest.
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Jesus visited not only the great and wealthy cities, but the poor, obscure
villages; and there he preached, there he healed. The souls of the meanest in the
world are as precious to Christ, and should be so to us, as the souls of those who
make the greatest figure. There were priests, Levites, and scribes, all over the land;
but they were idol shepherds, zechariah 11:17 ; therefore Christ had compassion on
the people as sheep scattered, as men perishing for lack of knowledge.

Matthew 10

The apostles called.(1-4) 1 And when he had called unto him
his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of
disease. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of
Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas,
and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus,
whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas
Iscariot, who also betrayed him.
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The word “apostle” signifies messenger; they were Christ’s messengers, sent
forth to proclaim his kingdom. Christ gave them power to heal all manner of sickness.
In the grace of the gospel there is a slave for every sore, a remedy for every malady.
There is no spiritual disease, but there is power in Christ for the cure of it. There
names are recorded, and it is their honour; yet they had more reason to rejoice that
their names were written in heaven, while the high and mighty names of the great
ones of the earth are buried in the dust.

The apostles instructed and sent forth. (5-15) 5 These twelve Jesus
sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 6 But go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as ye go, preach,
saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely
give. 9 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 10 Nor
scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves:
for the workman is worthy of his meat. 11 And into whatsoever city or
town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye
go thence. 12 And when ye come into an house, salute it. 13 And if
the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not
worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And whosoever shall not receive
you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city,
shake off the dust of your feet. 15 Verily | say unto you, It shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of
judgment, than for that city.
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It showed that the intent of the doctrine they preached, was to heal sick souls,
and to raise those that were dead in sin. In proclaiming the gospel of free grace for
the healing and saving of men’s souls, we must above all avoid the appearance of the
spirit of an hireling. They are directed what to do in strange towns and cities. The
servant of Christ is the ambassador of peace to whatever place he is sent. His message
is even to the vilest sinners, yet it behoves him to find out the best persons in every
place. It becomes us to pray heartily for all, and to conduct ourselves courteously to
all. They are directed how to act as to those that refused them. The whole counsel of
God must be declared, and those who will not attend to the gracious message, must
be shown that their state is dangerous. This should be seriously laid to heart by all
that hear the gospel, lest their privileges only serve to increase their condemnation.

Directions to the apostles. (16-42) 16 Behold, | send you forth as
sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and
harmless as doves. 17 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up
to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues; 18 And
ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a
testimony against them and the Gentiles. 19 But when they deliver
you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be
given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 20 For it is not ye
that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 21 And
the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the
child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause
them to be put to death. 22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my
name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. 23 But
when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily |
say unto you, Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the
Son of man be come. 24 The disciple is not above his master, nor the
servant above his lord. 25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as
his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his
household? 26 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered,
that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. 27 What
I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the
ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. 28 And fear not them which
kill the body, but are not able to Kill the soul: but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two
sparrows sold for a farthing and one of them shall not fall on the ground
without your Father. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. 31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many
sparrows. 32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 33 But
whosoever shall deny me before men, him will | also deny before my
Father which is in heaven. 34 Think not that | am come to send peace
on earth: | came not to send peace, but a sword. 35 For | am come to
set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her
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mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36 And a
man’s foes shall be they of his own household. 37 He that loveth father
or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or
daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And he that taketh not
his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 39 He that
findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall
find it. 40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth
me receiveth him that sent me. 41 He that receiveth a prophet in the
name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’'s reward; and he that
receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive
a righteous man'’s reward. 42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto
one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple,
verily | say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.
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Christ foretold troubles, not only that the troubles might not be a surprise,
but that they might confirm their faith. He tells them what they should suffer, and
from whom. Thus Christ has dealt fairly and faithfully with us, in telling us the worst
we can meet with in his service; and he would have us deal so with ourselves, in
sitting down and counting the cost. The strongest bonds of love and duty, have often
been broken through from enmity against Christ. Sufferings from friends and relations
are very grievous; nothing cuts more. It appears plainly, that all who will live godly
in Christ Jesus must suffer persecution; and we must expect to enter into the kingdom
of God through many tribulations. The disciples of Christ are hated and persecuted
as serpents, and their ruin is sought, and they need the serpent’s wisdom. Be ye
harmless as doves. Not only, do nobody any hurt, but bear nobody any ill-will. No
sinful, unlawful means may be used to escape; for then it is not a door of God’s
opening. The fear of man brings a snare, a perplexing snare, that disturbs our peace;
an entangling snare, by which we are drawn into sin; and, therefore, it must be striven
and prayed against. Tribulation, distress, and persecution cannot take away God’s
love to them, or theirs to him. Fear Him, who is able to destroy both soul and body in
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hell. The whole counsel of God must be made known, acts 20:27 . Christ shows them
why they should be of good cheer. Their sufferings witnessed against those who oppose
his gospel. When God calls us to speak for him, we may depend on him to teach us
what to say. And it is great encouragement to those who are doing Christ’s work, that
it is a work which shall certainly be done. See how the care of Providence extends to
all creatures, even to the sparrows. This should silence all the fears of God’s people;
Ye are of more value than many sparrows. And the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. This denotes the account God takes and keeps of his people. It is our duty,
not only to believe in Christ, but to profess that faith, in suffering for him, when we
are called to it, as well as in serving him. Christ will lead us through sufferings, to
glory with him. Those are best prepared for the life to come, that sit most loose to this
present life

Matthew 11

Christ’s preaching. Christ’s answer to John’s disciples.(1-6)
1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding
his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in
their cities.2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of
Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 3 And said unto him, Art thou he
that should come, or do we look for another? 4 Jesus answered and
said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do
hear and see: 5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and
the poor have the gospel preached to them. 6 And blessed is he,
whosoever shall not be offended in me.
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Some think that John sent this inquiry for his own satisfaction. Where there is
true faith, yet there may be a mixture of unbelief. The remaining unbelief of good men
may sometimes, in an hour of temptation; call in question the most important truths.
But we hope that John’s faith did not fail in this matter, and that he only desired to
have it strengthened and confirmed. Others think that John sent his disciples to Christ
for their satisfaction. Christ points them to what they heard and saw. Christ’s gracious
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condescensions and compassions to the poor, show that it was he that should bring to
the world the tender mercies of our God. Those things which men see and hear, if
compared with the Scriptures, direct in what way salvation is to be found. It is difficult
to conquer prejudices, and dangerous not to conquer them; but those who believe in
Christ, their faith will be found so much the more to praise, and honour, and glory.

Christ’s testimony to John the Baptist. (7-15) 7 And as they
departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John,
What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the
wind? 8 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment?
behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 But what
went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, | say unto you, and more than
a prophet. 10 For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, | send my
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.
11 Verily | say unto you, Among them that are born of women there
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he
that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 And from
the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and
the law prophesied until John. 14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias,
which was for to come. 15 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.
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What Christ said concerning John, was not only for his praise, but for the
people’s profit. John was a self-denying man, dead to all the pomps of the world and
the pleasures of sense. John was a great and good man, yet not perfect; therefore he
came short of glorified saints. The least in heaven knows more, loves more, and does
more in praising God, and receives more from him, than the greatest in this world.
But by the kingdom of heaven here, is rather to be understood the kingdom of grace,
the gospel dispensation in its power and purity. It shows us what fervency and zeal
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are required of all. Self must be denied; the bent, the frame and temper of the mind
must be altered. Those who will have an interest in the great salvation, will have it
upon any terms, and not think them hard, nor quit their hold without a blessing. The
things of God are of great and common concern. God requires no more from us than
the right use of the faculties he has given us. People are ignorant, because they will
not learn.

The perverseness of the Jews. (16-24) 16 But whereunto shall |
liken this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the markets,
and calling unto their fellows, 17 And saying, We have piped unto
you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have
not lamented. 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, He hath a devil. 19 The Son of man came eating and drinking,
and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of
publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. 20 Then
began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were
done, because they repented not: 21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe
unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you,
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago
in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But | say unto you, It shall be more tolerable
for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 23 And thou,
Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to
hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But | say
unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the
day of judgment, than for thee.
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Christ reflects on the scribes and Pharisees, who had a proud conceit of
themselves. He likens their behaviour to children’s play, who being out of temper
without reason, quarrel with all the attempts of their fellows to please them, or to get
them to join in the plays for which they used to assemble. The cavils of worldly men
are often very trifling and show great malice. Something they have to urge against
every one, however excellent and holy. The most unspotted innocence will not always
be a defence against reproach. Christ knew that the hearts of the Jews were more
bitter and hardened against his miracles and doctrines, than those of Tyre and Sidon
would have been; therefore their condemnation would be the greater. The Lord exercises
his almighty power, yet he punishes none more than they deserve, and never withholds
the knowledge of the truth from those who long after it.

The gospel revealed to the simple. The heavy-laden invited. (25-
30) 25 At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, O Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 26 Even so,
Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 27 All things are delivered
unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 28 Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
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Our blessed Lord added a remarkable declaration, that the Father had
delivered into his hands all power, authority, and judgment. We are indebted to Christ
for all the revelation we have of God the Father’s will and love, ever since Adam
sinned. Our Saviour has invited all that labour and are heavy-laden, to come unto
him. In some senses all men are so. Worldly men burden themselves with fruitless
cares for wealth and honours, the gay and the sensual labour in pursuit of pleasures;
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the slave of Satan and his own lusts, is the merest drudge on earth. Those who labour
to establish their own righteousness also labour in vain. Christ invites all to come to
him for rest to their souls. Thus it is the duty and interest of weary and heavy-laden
sinners, to come to Jesus Christ. This is the gospel call; Whoever will, let him come.
All who thus come will receive rest as Christ’s gift, and obtain peace and comfort in
their hearts. But in coming to him they must take his yoke, and submit to his authority.

Matthew 12

Jesus defends his disciples for plucking corn on the sabbath day.
(1-8) 1 At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn;
and his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of
corn, and to eat. 2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him,
Behold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath
day. 3 But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when
he was an hungred, and they that were with him; 4 How he entered
into the house of God, and did eat the shewbread, which was not
lawful for him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only
for the priests? 5 Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the
sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the sabbath, and are
blameless? 6 But | say unto you, That in this place is one greater than
the temple. 7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, | will have mercy,
and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless. 8 For
the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.
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Being in the corn-fields, the disciples began to pluck the ears of corn: the
law of God allowed it, deuteronomy 23:25 . This was slender provision for Christ
and his disciples; but they were content with it. The Pharisees did not quarrel with
them for taking another man’s corn, but for doing it on the sabbath day. Christ came
to free his followers, not only from the corruptions of the Pharisees, but from their
unscriptural rules, and justified what they did. The greatest shall not have their lusts
indulged, but the meanest shall have their wants considered. Those labours are lawful
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on the sabbath day which are necessary, and sabbath rest is to froward, not to hinder
sabbath worship. Needful provision for health and food is to be made; but when
servants are kept at home, and families become a scene of hurry and confusion on the
Lord’s day, to furnish a feast for visitors, or for indulgence, the case is very different.
Such things as these, and many others common among professors, are to be blamed.
The resting on the sabbath was ordained for man’s good, deuteronomy 5:14 . No law
must be understood so as to contradict its own end. And as Christ is the Lord of the
sabbath, it is fit the day and the work of it should be dedicated to him.

Jesus heals a man with a withered hand on the sabbath. (9-13)
9 And when he was departed thence, he went into their synagogue:
10 And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And
they asked him, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days? that
they might accuse him. 11 And he said unto them, What man shall
there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit
on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? 12 How
much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do
well on the sabbath days. 13 Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth
thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, like
as the other.
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Christ shows that works of mercy are lawful and proper to be done on the
Lord’s day. There are more ways of doing well upon sabbath days, than by the duties
of worship: attending the sick, relieving the poor, helping those who need speedy
relief, teaching the young to care for their souls; these are doing good: and these
must be done from love and charity, with humility and self-denial, and shall be
accepted, genesis 4:7 . This, like other cures which Christ wrought, had a spiritual
meaning. By nature our hands are withered, and we are unable of ourselves to do any
thing that is good.

The malice of the Pharisees. (14-21) 14 Then the Pharisees went
out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him.
15 But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and
great multitudes followed him, and he healed them all; 16 And charged
them that they should not make him known: 17 That it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 18 Behold my servant,
whom | have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: |
will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles.
19 He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in
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the streets. 20 A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax
shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto victory. 21 And
in his name shall the Gentiles trust.
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The Pharisees took counsel to find some accusation, that Jesus might be
condemned to death. Aware of their design, as his time was not come, he retired from
that place. Face does not more exactly answer to face in water, than the character of
Christ drawn by the prophet, to his temper and conduct as described by the evangelists.
Let us with cheerful confidence commit our souls to so kind and faithful a Friend.
Far from breaking, he will strengthen the bruised reed; far from quenching the smoking
flax, or wick nearly out, he will rather blow it up into a flame. Let us lay aside
contentious and angry debates; let us receive one another as Christ receives us.

Jesus heals a demoniac. (22-30) Blasphemy of the Pharisees.
(31,32) 22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil,
blind, and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and
dumb both spake and saw. 23 And all the people were amazed, and
said, Is not this the son of David? 24 But when the Pharisees heard it,
they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the
prince of the devils. 25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto
them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation;
and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 26 And if
Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his
kingdom stand? 27 And if | by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do
your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges. 28 But
if | cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is
come unto you. 29 Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s
house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and
then he will spoil his house. 30 He that is not with me is against me;
and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. 31 Wherefore |
say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto
men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven
unto men. 32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man,
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it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost,
it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world
to come.
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A soul under Satan’s power, and led captive by him, is blind in the things of
God, and dumb at the throne of grace; sees nothing, and says nothing to the purpose.
Satan blinds the eyes by unbelief, and seals up the lips from prayer. The more people
magnified Christ, the more desirous the Pharisees were to vilify him. It was evident
that if Satan aided Jesus in casting out devils, the kingdom of hell was divided against
itself; how then could it stand! And if they said that Jesus cast out devils by the
prince of the devils, they could not prove that their children cast them out by any
other power.. All who do not aid or rejoice in such a change are against Christ.
Verses 31-32 Here is a gracious assurance of the pardon of all sin upon gospel terms.
Christ herein has set an example to the sons of men, to be ready to forgive words
spoken against them. But humble and conscientious believers, at times are tempted to
think they have committed the unpardonable sin, while those who have come the
nearest to it, seldom have any fear about it.
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Evil words proceed from an evil heart. (33-37) 33 Either make
the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and
his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. 34 O generation of
vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 35 A good man out of the
good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man
out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 36 But | say unto
you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account
thereof in the day of judgment. 37 For by thy words thou shalt be
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.
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An evil man has an evil treasure in his heart, and out of it brings forth evil
things. Lusts and corruptions, dwelling and reigning in the heart, are an evil treasure,
out of which the sinner brings forth bad words and actions, to dishonour God, and
hurt others. Let us keep constant watch over ourselves, that we may speak words
agreeable to the Christian character.

The scribes and Pharisees reproved for seeking a sign. (38-45)
38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying,
Master, we would see a sign from thee. 39 But he answered and said
unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign;
and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet
Jonas: 40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s
belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with
this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the
preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 42 The
queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation,
and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than
Solomon is here. 43 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he
walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. 44 Then
he saith, | will return into my house from whence | came out; and
when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. 45 Then
goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked
than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of
that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this
wicked generation.
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Though Christ is always ready to hear and answer holy desires and prayers,
yet those who ask amiss, ask and have not. Signs were granted to those who desired
them to confirm their faith, as Abraham and Gideon; but denied to those who demanded
them to excuse their unbelief. The resurrection of Christ from the dead by his own
power, called here the sign of the prophet Jonah, was the great proof of Christ’s being
the Messiah. As Jonah was three days and three nights in the whale, and then came
out again alive, thus Christ would be so long in the grave, and then rise again. The
Ninevites would shame the Jews for not repenting; the queen of Sheba, for not believing
in Christ. And we have no such cares to hinder us, we come not to Christ upon such
uncertainties. The unclean spirit leaves for a time, but when he returns, he finds
Christ is not there to shut him out; the heart is swept by outward reformation, but
garnished by preparation to comply with evil suggestions, and the man becomes a
more decided enemy of the truth. Every heart is the residence of unclean spirits,
except those which are temples of the Holy Ghost, by faith in Christ.

The disciples of Christ are his nearest relations.(46-50) 46 While
he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood
without, desiring to speak with him. 47 Then one said unto him, Behold,
thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with
thee. 48 But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my
mother? and who are my brethren? 49 And he stretched forth his
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hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my
brethren! 50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.

Qe B8k
(Smly 3:31-35, evese 8:19-21)
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. His mother and brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him, when
they should have been standing within, desiring to hear him. We often meet with
hinderances in our work from friends about us, and are taken off by care for the
things of this life, from the concerns of our souls. Christ was so intent on his work,
that no natural or other duty took him from it. Not that, under pretence of religion,
we may be disrespectful to parents, or unkind to relations; but the lesser duty must
stand by, while the greater is done. Let us cease from men, and cleave to Christ; let us
look upon every Christian, in whatever condition of life, as the brother, sister, or
mother of the Lord of glory; let us love, respect, and be kind to them, for his sake, and
after his example.

Matthew 13

The parable of the sower.(1-23) 1 The same day went Jesus out
of the house, and sat by the sea side. 2 And great multitudes were
gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and
the whole multitude stood on the shore. 3 And he spake many things
unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;
4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls
came and devoured them up: 5 Some fell upon stony places, where
they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they
had no deepness of earth: 6 And when the sun was up, they were
scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 7 And
some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:
8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 9 Who hath ears to hear,
let him hear. 10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why
speakest thou unto them in parables? 11 He answered and said unto
them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him
shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever
hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore
speak | to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing
they hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in them is fulfilled
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the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive:
15 For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand
with their heart, and should be converted, and | should heal them.
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they
hear. 17 For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and righteous
men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen
them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard
them. 18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 19 When any one
heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in
his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. 20 But he
that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth
the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 21 Yet hath he not root in
himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution
ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. 22 He also that
received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the
care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word,
and he becometh unfruitful. 23 But he that received seed into the
good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which
also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty.
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Christ taught in parables. Thereby the things of God were made more plain
and easy to those willing to be taught, and at the same time more difficult and obscure
to those who were willingly ignorant. The parable of the sower is plain. The seed
sown is the word of God. The sower is our Lord Jesus Christ, by himself, or by his
ministers. Preaching to a multitude is sowing the corn; we know not where it will
light. Some sort of ground, though we take ever so much pains with it, brings forth no
[ruit to purpose, while the good soil brings forth plentifully. So it is with the hearts of
men, whose different characters are here described by four sorts of ground. Careless,
trifling hearers, are an easy prey to Satan; who, as he is the great murderer of souls,
so he is the great thief of sermons, and will be sure to rob us of the word, if we take
not care to keep it. Hypocrites, like the stony ground, often get the start of true
Christians in the shows of profession. Many are glad to hear a good sermon, who do
not profit by it. They are told of free salvation, of the believer’s privileges, and the
happiness of heaven; and, without any change of heart, without any abiding conviction
of their own depravity, their need of a Saviour, or the excellence of holiness, they
soon profess an unwarranted assurance. But when some heavy trial threatens them,
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or some sinful advantage may be had, they give up or disguise their profession, or
turn to some easier system. Worldly cares are fitly compared to thorns, for they came
in with sin, and are a fruit of the curse; they are good in their place to stop a gap, but
a man must be well armed that has much to do with them, they are entangling, vexing,
scratching, and their end is to be burned, hebrews 6:8 . Worldly cares are great
hinderances to our profiting by the word of God. The deceitfulness of riches does the
mischief; they cannot be said to deceive us unless we put our trust in them, then they
choke the good seed. What distinguished the good ground was fruitfulness. By this
true Christians are distinguished from hypocrites. Christ does not say that this good
ground has no stones in it, or no thorns; but none that could hinder its fruitfulness.
All are not alike; we should aim at the highest, to bring forth most fruit.

The parable of the tares. (24-30; 36-43) The parables of the
mustard-seed and the leaven. (31-35) 24 Another parable put he forth
unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in his field: 25 But while men slept, his enemy came
and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 26 But when
the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the
tares also. 27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto
him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then
hath it tares? 28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The
servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them
up? 29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up
also the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest:
and in the time of harvest | will say to the reapers, Gather ye together
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the
wheat into my barn.31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man
took, and sowed in his field: 32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds:
but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.
33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is
like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of
meal, till the whole was leavened. 34 All these things spake Jesus
unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not
unto them: 35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet, saying, | will open my mouth in parables; | will utter things
which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 36 Then
Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his
disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the
tares of the field. 37 He answered and said unto them, He that soweth
the good seed is the Son of man; 38 The field is the world; the good
seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of
the wicked one; 39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest
is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 40 As therefore
the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end
of this world. 41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which
do iniquity; 42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear,
let him hear.
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So prone is fallen man to sin, that if the enemy sow the tares, he may go his
way, they will spring up, and do hurt; whereas, when good seed is sown, it must be
tended, watered, and fenced. The servants complained to their master; Sir, didst thou
not sow good seed in thy field? And though good and bad are together in this world,
yet at the great day they shall be parted; then the righteous and the wicked shall be
plainly known; here sometimes it is hard to distinguish between them. The scope of
the parable of the seed sown, is to show that the beginnings of the gospel would be
small, but its latter end would greatly increase; in this way the work of grace in the
heart, the kingdom of God within us, would be carried on. In the soul where grace
truly is, it will grow really; though perhaps at first not to be discerned, it will at last
come to great strength and usefulness. The preaching of the gospel works like leaven
in the hearts of those who receive it. The leaven works certainly, so does the word, yet
gradually. It works silently, and without being seen, mark 4:26-29 , yet strongly;
without noise, for so is the way of the Spirit, but without fail. Thus it was in the
world. The apostles, by preaching the gospel, hid a handful of leaven in the great
mass of mankind. It was made powerful by the Spirit of the Lord of hosts, who works,
and none can hinder. Thus it is in the heart. When the gospel comes into the soul, it
works a thorough change; it spreads itself into all the powers and faculties of the
soul, and alters the property even of the members of the body, romans 6:13 . From
these parables we are taught to expect a gradual progress, therefore let us inquire,

The parables of the hidden treasure, the pearl of great price, the
net cast into the sea, and the householder. (44-52) 44 Again, the kingdom
of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man
hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he
hath, and buyeth that field. 45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 46 Who, when he had
found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and
bought it. 47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was
cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 48 Which, when it was
full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into
vessels, but cast the bad away. 49 So shall it be at the end of the
world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among
the just, 50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be
wailing and gnashing of teeth. 51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye
understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. 52 Then
said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which
bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old
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Here are four parables. 1. That of the treasure hid in the field. Many slight
the gospel, because they look only upon the surface of the field. But all who search
the Scriptures, so as in them to find Christ and eternal life, john 5:39 , will discover
such treasure in this field as makes it unspeakably valuable; they make it their own
upon any terms. Though nothing can be given as a price for this salvation, yet much
must be given up for the sake of it. 2. All the children of men are busy; one would be
rich, another would be honourable, another would be learned; but most are deceived,
and take up with counterfeits for pearls. Jesus Christ is a Pearl of great price; in
having him, we have enough to make us happy here and for ever. A man may buy gold
too dear, but not this Pearl of great price. When the convinced sinner sees Christ as
the gracious Saviour, all things else become worthless to his thoughts. 3. The world
is a vast sea, and men, in their natural state, are like the fishes. Preaching the gospel
is casting a net into this sea, to catch something out of it, for His glory who has the
sovereignty of this sea. Hypocrites and true Christians shall be parted: miserable is
the condition of those that shall then be cast away. 4. A skilful, faithful minister of
the gospel, is a scribe, well versed in the things of the gospel, and able to teach them.
Christ compares him to a good householder, who brings forth fruits of last year’s
growth and this year’s gathering, abundance and variety, to entertain his friends.

Old experiences and new observations, all have their use. Our place is at Christ’s
feet, and we must daily learn old lessons over again, and new ones also.

Jesus is again rejected at Nazareth.(53-58) 53 And it came to
pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed thence.
54 And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in
their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said,
Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works? 55 Is
not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called Mary? and his
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 56 And his sisters,
are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?
57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet
is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.
58 And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
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Christ repeats his offer to those who have repulsed them. They upbraid him,
Is not this the carpenter’s son? Yes, it is true he was reputed to be so; and no disgrace
to be the son of an honest tradesman; they should have respected him the more because
he was one of themselves, but therefore they despised him. He did not many mighty
works there, because of their unbelief. Unbelief is the great hinderance to Christ’s
favours.

Matthew 14

Death of John the Baptist. (1-12) 1 At that time Herod the tetrarch
heard the fame of Jesus, 2 And said unto his servants, This is John
the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore mighty works do
shew forth themselves in him. 3 For Herod had laid hold on John, and
bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother
Philip’s wife. 4 For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have
her. 5 And when he would have put him to death, he feared the
multitude, because they counted him as a prophet. 6 But when Herod’s
birthday was kept, the daughter of Herodias danced before them, and
pleased Herod. 7 Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her
whatsoever she would ask. 8 And she, being before instructed of her
mother, said, Give me here John Baptist's head in a charger. 9 And
the king was sorry: nevertheless for the oath’s sake, and them which
sat with him at meat, he commanded it to be given her. 10 And he
sent, and beheaded John in the prison. 11 And his head was brought
in a charger, and given to the damsel: and she brought it to her mother.
12 And his disciples came, and took up the body, and buried it, and
went and told Jesus.
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The terror and reproach of conscience, which Herod, like other daring
offenders, could not shake off, are proofs and warnings of a future judgment, and of
future misery to them. But there may be the terror of convictions, where there is not
the truth of conversion. When men pretend to favour the gospel, yet live in evil, we
must not favour their self-delusion, but must deliver our consciences as John did.
The world may call this rudeness and blind zeal. False professors, or timid Christians,
may censure it as want of civility; but the most powerful enemies can go no further
than the Lord sees good to permit. Herod feared that the putting of John to death
might raise a rebellion among the people, which it did not; but he never feared it
might stir up his own conscience against him, which it did. Men fear being hanged
Jfor what they do not fear being damned for. And times of carnal mirth and jollity are
convenient times for carrying on bad designs against God’s people. Herod would
profusely reward a worthless dance, while imprisonment and death were the
recompence of the man of God who sought the salvation of his soul. But there was
real malice to John beneath his consent, or else Herod would have found ways to get
clear of his promise. When the under shepherds are smitten, the sheep need not be
scattered while they have the Great Shepherd to go to. And it is better to be drawn to
Christ by want and loss, than not to come to him at all.

Five thousand people miraculously fed.(13-21) 13 When Jesus
heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: and
when the people had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of
the cities. 14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and
was moved with compassion toward them, and he healed their sick.
15 And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, This is
a desert place, and the time is now past; send the multitude away,
that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals. 16 But
Jesus said unto them, They need not depart; give ye them to eat. 17 And
they say unto him, We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. 18 He
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said, Bring them hither to me. 19 And he commanded the multitude
to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes,
and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves
to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 20 And they did all
eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained
twelve baskets full. 21 And they that had eaten were about five
thousand men, beside women and children.
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When Christ and his word withdraw, it is best for us to follow, seeking the
means of grace for our souls before any worldly advantages. The presence of Christ
and his gospel, makes a desert not only tolerable, but desirable. This little supply of
bread was increased by Christ’s creating power, till the whole multitude were satisfied.
In seeking the welfare of men’s souls, we should have compassion on their bodies
likewise. Let us also remember always to crave a blessing on our meals, and learn to
avoid all waste, as frugality is the proper source of liberality. See in this miracle an
emblem of the Bread of life, which came down from heaven to sustain our perishing
souls. The provisions of Christ’s gospel appear mean and scanty to the world, yet
they satisfy all that feed on him in their hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Jesus walks upon the sea. (22-33) 22 And straightway Jesus
constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto
the other side, while he sent the multitudes away. 23 And when he
had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to
pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone. 24 But the
ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind
was contrary. 25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto
them, walking on the sea. 26 And when the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out
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for fear. 27 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of
good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 28 And Peter answered him and said,
Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 29 And he
said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked
on the water, to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind boisterous,
he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.
31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him,
and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?
32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. 33 Then
they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a
truth thou art the Son of God.
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It is no new thing for Christ’s disciples to meet with storms in the way of duty,
but he thereby shows himself with the more grace to them and for them. He can take
what way he pleases to save his people. But even appearances of deliverance sometimes
occasion trouble and perplexity to God’s people, from mistakes about Christ.. Peter
walked upon the water, not for diversion or to boast of it, but to go to Jesus; and in
that he was thus wonderfully borne up. Special supports are promised, and are to be
expected, but only in spiritual pursuits; nor can we ever come to Jesus, unless we are
upheld by his power. Christ bade Peter come, not only that he might walk upon the
water, and so know his Lord’s power, but that he might know his own weakness. And
the Lord often lets his servants have their choice, to humble and prove them, and to
show the greatness of his power and grace. Christ is the great Saviour; those who
would be saved, must come to him, and cry to him, for salvation; we are never brought
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to this, till we find ourselves sinking: the sense of need drives us to him. He rebuked
Peter. Could we but believe more, we should suffer less. The weakness of faith, and
the prevailing of our doubts, displease our Lord Jesus, for there is no good reason
why Christ’s disciples should be of a doubtful mind

Jesus healing the sick.(34-36) 34 And when they were gone over,
they came into the land of Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that
place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country round
about, and brought unto him all that were diseased; 36 And besought
him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many
as touched were made perfectly whole.
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Whithersoever Christ went, he was doing good. They brought unto him all
that were diseased. They came humbly beseeching him to help them. The experiences

of others may direct and encourage us in seeking for Christ. As many as touched,
were made perfectly whole.

Matthew 15

Jesus discourses about human traditions.(1-9) 1 Then came to
Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, 2 Why
do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash
not their hands when they eat bread. 3 But he answered and said
unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by
your tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and
mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death.
5 But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a
gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; 6 And honour not
his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the
commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites,
well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draweth nigh
unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their
heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men.
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Additions to God’s laws reflect upon his wisdom, as if he had left out something
which was needed, and which man could supply; in one way or other they always
lead men to disobey God. How thankful ought we to be for the written word of God!
Never let us think that the religion of the Bible can be improved by any human addition,
either in doctrine or practice. Our blessed Lord spoke of their traditions as inventions
of their own, and pointed out one instance in which this was very clear, that of their
transgressing the fifth commandment. When a parent’s wants called for assistance,
they pleaded, that they had devoted to the temple all they could spare, even though
they did not part with it, and therefore their parents must expect nothing from them.
This was making the command of God of no effect. The doom of hypocrites is put in
a little compass; “In vain do they worship me.” It will neither please God, nor profit
themselves; they trust in vanity, and vanity will be their recompence.

He warns against things which really defile. (10-20) 10 And he
called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand: 11 Not
that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh
out of the mouth, this defileth a man. 12 Then came his disciples, and
said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after
they heard this saying? 13 But he answered and said, Every plant,
which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 14 Let
them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the
blind, both shall fall into the ditch. 15 Then answered Peter and said
unto him, Declare unto us this parable. 16 And Jesus said, Are ye
also yet without understanding? 17 Do not ye yet understand, that
whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast
out into the draught? 18 But those things which proceed out of the
mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. 19 For out

84

Matthew

Sodon W 155 omrgehsn

of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 20 These are the things which defile
a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man.
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Christ shows that the defilement they ought to fear, was not from what entered
their mouths as food, but from what came out of their mouths, which showed the
wickedness of their hearts. Nothing will last in the soul but the regenerating graces
of the Holy Spirit; and nothing should be admitted into the church but what is from
above; therefore, whoever is offended by a plain, seasonable declaration of the truth,
we should not be troubled at it. The disciples ask to be better taught as to this matter.
Where a weak head doubts concerning any word of Christ, an upright heart and a
willing mind seek for instruction. It is the heart that is desperately wicked, Jer 17:9,
for there is no sin in word or deed, which was not first in the heart. They all come out
of the man, and are fruits of that wickedness which is in the heart, and is wrought
there. When Christ teaches, he will show men the deceitfulness and wickedness of
their own hearts; he will teach them to humble themselves, and to seek to be cleansed
in the Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness.

He heals the daughter of a Syrophenician woman. (21-28) 21 Then
Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.
22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and
cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David;
my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 23 But he answered her
not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send
her away; for she crieth after us. 24 But he answered and said, | am
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 25 Then came
she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. 26 But he answered
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and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to
dogs. 27 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their masters’ table. 28 Then Jesus answered and said
unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt.
And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.
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The distress and trouble of her family brought a woman to Christ; and though
it is need that drives us to Christ, yet we shall not therefore be driven from him. She
did not limit Christ to any particular instance of mercy, but mercy, mercy, is what she
begged for: she pleads not merit, but depends upon mercy. It is the duty of parents to
pray for their children, and to be earnest in prayer for them, especially for their
souls. Those whom Christ intends most to honour, he humbles to feel their own
unworthiness. A proud, unhumbled heart would not have borne this; but she turned it
into an argument to support her request. The state of this woman is an emblem of the
state of a sinner, deeply conscious of the misery of his soul. The least of Christ is
precious to a believer, even the very crumbs of the Bread of life. Of all graces, faith
honours Christ most; therefore of all graces Christ honours faith most. He cured her
daughter. He spake, and it was done. From hence let such as seek help from the Lord,
and receive no gracious answer, learn to turn even their unworthiness and
discouragements into pleas for mercy.

Jesus heals the sick, and miraculously feeds four thousand. (29-
39) 29 And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea
of Galilee; and went up into a mountain, and sat down there. 30 And
great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were
lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at
Jesus’ feet; and he healed them: 31 Insomuch that the multitude
wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole,
the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of
Israel. 32 Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, | have
compassion on the multitude, because they continue with me now
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three days, and have nothing to eat: and | will not send them away
fasting, lest they faint in the way. 33 And his disciples say unto him,
Whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness, as to fill so
great a multitude? 34 And Jesus saith unto them, How many loaves
have ye? And they said, Seven, and a few little fishes. 35 And he
commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. 36 And he took
the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them,
and gave to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 37 And
they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat
that was left seven baskets full. 38 And they that did eat were four
thousand men, beside women and children. 39 And he sent away the
multitude, and took ship, and came into the coasts of Magdala.
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Here were such diseases as fancy could neither guess the cause nor the cure
of, yet these were subject to the command of Christ. The spiritual cures that Christ
works are wonderful. When blind souls are made to see by faith, the dumb to speak in
prayer, the maimed and the lame to walk in holy obedience, it is to be wondered at.
His power was also shown to the multitude, in the plentiful provision he made for
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them: the manner is much the same as before. All did eat, and were filled. Those
whom Christ feeds, he fills. With Christ there is bread enough, and to spare; supplies
of grace for more than seek it, and for those that seek for more. Christ sent away the
people. Though he had fed them twice, they must not look for miracles to find their
daily bread. Let them go home to their callings and their own tables.

Matthew 16

The Pharisees and Sadducees ask a sign.(1-4) 1 The Pharisees
also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would
shew them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered and said unto them,
When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.
3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red
and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but
can ye not discern the signs of the times? 4 A wicked and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto
it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.
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The Pharisees and Sadducees were opposed to each other in principles and in
conduct; yet they joined against Christ. But they desired a sign of their own choosing:
they despised those signs which relieved the necessity of the sick and sorrowful, and
called for something else which would gratify the curiosity of the proud. It is great
hypocrisy, when we slight the signs of God’s ordaining, to seek for signs of our own
devising.

Jesus cautions against the doctrine of the Pharisees. (5-12) 5 And
when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to
take bread. 6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of
the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 7 And they reasoned
among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.
8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith,
why reason ye among yourselves, because ye have brought no bread?
9 Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the
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five thousand, and how many baskets ye took up? 10 Neither the seven
loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up? 11 How
is it that ye do not understand that | spake it not to you concerning
bread, that ye should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the
Sadducees? 12 Then understood they how that he bade them not
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and
of the Sadducees.

ONITFRTI0RN Bdge HRowhe

5 edhd 8lgen 08 S 58 BiE e HEVDaB. 6 ey
oo 70&8 “ErHEHs, DOJcsgen DETEasgen @ HOVS &
1’8 e HHohd” o B, 7 e B - T 8 s
oo 08 B Kreoen BAIED ES® TS 0HoES. 8 Ghio @b
SON - “@o) deegherte - B I &°Zen B e & Both e DoH
DT ? 9 oBo8SE (2rod S ? @ &geo DANHRO HobS
DODDGSYH AR Hoden BB ?10 td TBen Trerd Seons HDoASY®
Y HoBHer BB w0 DB PdEsn oo ? 11 Id TFods KrY)
08 BHBE BB [KPOHB ? HBHAED, HEPEADIeD @0 HOVD
208 KrBYEH eeEHEHE” @ T3 12 @i 5" 8o HOVS Ho& 1)
S PR HO[AK0gEn DEPERIEn TR0 S HrG)Eh w(iE SESBID
BAHS EHE BRI 8 ({&roRe.

Christ speaks of spiritual things under a similitude, and the disciples
misunderstand him of carnal things. He took it ill that they should think him as
thoughtful about bread as they were; that they should be so little acquainted with his
way of preaching. Then understood they what he meant. Christ teaches by the Spirit
of wisdom in the heart, opening the understanding to the Spirit of revelation in the
word.

Peter’s testimony that Jesus was the Christ. (13-20) 13 When
Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
saying, Whom do men say that | the Son of man am? 14 And they
said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others,
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But whom
say ye that | am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said
unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And |
say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And |
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 20 Then charged
he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the
Christ.
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Peter, for himself and his brethren, said that they were assured of our Lord’s
being the promised Messiah, the Son of the living God. This showed that they believed
Jesus to be more than man. Our Lord declared Peter to be blessed, as the teaching of
God made him differ from his unbelieving countrymen. Christ added that he had
named him Peter, in allusion to his stability or firmness in professing the truth. The
word translated “rock,” is not the same word as Peter, but is of a similar meaning.
Nothing can be more wrong than to suppose that Christ meant the person of Peter
was the rock. Without doubt Christ himself is the Rock, the tried foundation of the
church; and woe to him that attempts to lay any other! Peter’s confession is this rock
as to doctrine. If Jesus be not the Christ, those that own him are not of the church,
but deceivers and deceived. Our Lord next declared the authority with which Peter
would be invested. He spoke in the name of his brethren, and this related to them as
well as to him.

Christ foretells his sufferings, and rebukes Peter.(21-23) 21 From
that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third
day. 22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it
far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 23 But he turned, and
said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto
me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be
of men.
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Christ reveals his mind to his people gradually. From that time, when the
apostles had made the full confession of Christ, that he was the Son of God, he began
to show them of his sufferings. He spake this to set right the mistakes of his disciples
about the outward pomp and power of his kingdom. Those that follow Christ, must
not expect great or high things in this world. Peter would have Christ to dread suffering
as much as he did; but we mistake, if we measure Christ’s love and patience by our
own. We do not read of any thing said or done by any of his disciples, at any time,
that Christ resented so much as this.

The necessity of self-denial.(24-28) 24 Then said Jesus unto
his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and
lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his
angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.
28 Verily | say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall
not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom
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A true disciple of Christ is one that does follow him in duty, and shall follow
him to glory. He is one that walks in the same way Christ walked in, is led by his
Spirit, and treads in his steps, whithersoever he goes. “Let him deny himself.” If self-
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denial be a hard lesson, it is no more than what our Master learned and practised, to
redeem us, and to teach us. “Let him take up his cross.” The cross is here put for
every trouble that befalls us. We are apt to think we could bear another’s cross better
than our own; but that is best which is appointed us, and we ought to make the best of
it.. If any man will have the name and credit of a disciple, let him follow Christ in the
work and duty of a disciple.

Matthew 17

The transfiguration of Christ. (1-13) 1 And after six days Jesus
taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into
an high mountain apart, 2 And was transfigured before them: and his
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.
3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with
him. 4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for
us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for
thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 5 While he yet spake, behold,
a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud,
which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased; hear
ye him. 6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and
were sore afraid. 7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise,
and be not afraid. 8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw
no man, save Jesus only. 9 And as they came down from the mountain,
Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of
man be risen again from the dead. 10 And his disciples asked him,
saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come? 11 And
Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and
restore all things. 12 But | say unto you, That Elias is come already,
and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they
listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 13 Then the
disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.
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The apostles were overcome by the glorious sight. Peter thought that it was
most desirable to continue there, and to go no more down to meet the sufferings of
which he was so unwilling to hear. In this he knew not what he said. We are wrong, if
we look for a heaven here upon earth. Whatever tabernacles we propose to make for
ourselves in this world, we must always remember to ask Christ’s leave. They fell
prostrate to the earth, till Jesus encouraged them; when looking round, they beheld
only their Lord as they commonly saw him. We must pass through varied experiences
in our way to glory; and when we return to the world after an ordinance, it must be
our care to take Christ with us, and then it may be our comfort that he is with us.

Jesus casts out a dumb and deaf spirit. (14-21) 14 And when
they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man,
kneeling down to him, and saying, 15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for
he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and
oft into the water. 16 And | brought him to thy disciples, and they
could not cure him. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless
and perverse generation, how long shall | be with you? how long shall
| suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18 And Jesus rebuked the devil;
and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very
hour. 19 Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could
not we cast him out? 20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your
unbelief: for verily | say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place;
and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.
21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.
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It encourages parents to bring children to Christ, whose souls are under Satan’s
power; he is able to heal them, and as willing as he is able. Not only bring them to
Christ by prayer, but bring them to the word of Christ; to means by which Satan’s
strong-holds in the soul are beaten down. It is good for us to distrust ourselves and
our own strength; but it is displeasing to Christ when we distrust any power derived
from him, or granted by him. There was also something in the malady which rendered
the cure difficult. The extraordinary power of Satan must not discourage our faith,
but quicken us to more earnestness in praying to God for the increase of it. Do we
wonder to see Satan’s bodily possession of this young man from a child, when we see
his spiritual possession of every son of Adam from the fall!

He again foretells his sufferings.(22,23) 22 And while they abode
in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed
into the hands of men: 23 And they shall kill him, and the third day he
shall be raised again. And they were exceeding sorry.
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Christ perfectly knew all things that should befall him, yet undertook the
work of our redemption, which strongly shows his love. He works a miracle to pay
the tribute money. (24-27)24 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that
received tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute?
25 He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying,
What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute?
of their own children, or of strangers? 26 Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus
saith unto him, Then are the children free. 27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend
them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up;
and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money: that take, and
give unto them for me and thee.
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Peter felt sure that his Master was ready to do what was right. Christ spoke
first to give him proof that no thought can be withholden from him. We must never
decline our duty for fear of giving offence; but we must sometimes deny ourselves in
our worldly interests, rather than give offence. However the money was lodged in the
fish, He who knows all things alone could know it, and only almighty power could bring
it to Peter’s hook. The power and the poverty of Christ should be mentioned together.

Matthew 18

The importance of humility.(1-6) 1 At the same time came the
disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven? 2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the
midst of them, 3 And said, Verily | say unto you, Except ye be converted,
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child,
the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoso shall
receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. 6 But whoso
shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better
for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were
drowned in the depth of the sea.
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Our Lord set a little child before them, solemnly assuring them, that unless
they were converted and made like little children, they could not enter his kingdom.
Children, when very young, do not desire authority, do not regard outward distinctions,
are free from malice, are teachable, and willingly dependent on their parents. It is
true that they soon begin to show other dispositions, and other ideas are taught them
at an early age; but these are marks of childhood, and render them proper emblems
of the lowly minds of true Christians. Surely we need to be daily renewed in the spirit
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of our minds, that we may become simple and humble, as little children, and willing
to be the least of all. Let us daily study this subject, and examine our own spirits.

Caution against offences.(7-14) 7 Woe unto the world because
of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to that
man by whom the offence cometh! 8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot
offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee
to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two
feet to be cast into everlasting fire. 9 And if thine eye offend thee,
pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life
with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.
10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for | say unto
you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father
which is in heaven. 11 For the Son of man is come to save that which
was lost. 12 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one
of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and
goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?
13 And if so be that he find it, verily | say unto you, he rejoiceth more
of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray.
14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one
of these little ones should perish.
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Considering the cunning and malice of Satan, and the weakness and depravity of
men’s hearts, it is not possible but that there should be offences. God permits them
for wise and holy ends, that those who are sincere, and those who are not, may be
made known. Being told before, that there will be seducers, tempters, persecutors,
and bad examples, let us stand on our guard. We must, as far as lawfully we may, part
with what we cannot keep without being entangled by it in sin. The outward occasions
of sin must be avoided. If we live after the flesh, we must die. If we, through the Spirit,
mortify the deeds of the body, we shall live. Christ came into the world to save souls,
and he will reckon severely with those who hinder the progress of others who are
setting their faces heavenward.

The removal of offences.(15-20) 15 Moreover if thy brother shall
trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him
alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16 But if he
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And
if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect
to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a
publican. 18 Verily | say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven. 19 Again | say unto you, That if two of you shall
agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be
done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 20 For where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of
them.
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If a professed Christian is wronged by another, he ought not to complain of it to
others, as is often done merely upon report, but to go to the offender privately, state
the matter kindly, and show him his conduct. This would generally have all the desired
effect with a true Christian, and the parties would be reconciled. In all our proceedings
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we should seek direction in prayer; we cannot too highly prize the promises of God.
Wherever and whenever we meet in the name of Christ, we should consider him as
present in the midst of us.

Conduct towards brethren, The parable of the unmerciful servant.
(21-35) 21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my
brother sin against me, and | forgive him? till seven times? 22 Jesus
saith unto him, | say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy
times seven. 23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a
certain king, which would take account of his servants. 24 And when
he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him
ten thousand talents. 25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord
commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he
had, and payment to be made. 26 The servant therefore fell down, and
worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and | will pay
thee all. 27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion,
and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 28 But the same servant
went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an
hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat,
saying, Pay me that thou owest. 29 And his fellowservant fell down at
his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and | will
pay thee all. 30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison,
till he should pay the debt. 31 So when his fellowservants saw what
was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all
that was done. 32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said
unto him, O thou wicked servant, | forgave thee all that debt, because
thou desiredst me: 33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion
on thy fellowservant, even as | had pity on thee? 34 And his lord was
wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that
was due unto him. 35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their
trespasses.
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This parable shows how much provocation God has from his family on earth,
and how untoward his servants are. There are three things in the parable: 1. The
master’s wonderful clemency. The debt of sin is so great, that we are not able to pay
it. See here what every sin deserves; this is the wages of sin, to be sold as a slave. It
is the folly of many who are under strong convictions of their sins, to fancy they can
make God satisfaction for the wrong they have done him. 2. The servant’s unreasonable
severity toward his fellow-servant, notwithstanding his lord’s clemency toward him.
Not that we may make light of wronging our neighbour, for that is also a sin against
God; but we should not aggravate our neighbour’s wronging us, nor study revenge.
Let our complaints, both of the wickedness of the wicked, and of the afflictions of the
afflicted, be brought to God, and left with him. 3. The master reproved his servant’s
cruelty. The greatness of sin magnifies the riches of pardoning mercy; and the
comfortable sense of pardoning mercy, does much to dispose our hearts to forgive
our brethren. We are not to suppose that God actually forgives men, and afterwards
reckons their guilt to them to condemn them; but this latter part of the parable shows
the false conclusions many draw as to their sins being pardoned, though their after-
conduct shows that they never entered into the spirit, or experienced the sanctifying
grace of the gospel. We do not forgive our offending brother aright, if we do not
forgive from the heart. Yet this is not enough; we must seek the welfare even of those
who offend us. How justly will those be condemned, who, though they bear the Christian
name, persist in unmerciful treatment of their brethren! The humbled sinner relies
only on free, abounding mercy, through the ransom of the death of Christ. Let us seek
more and more for the renewing grace of God, to teach us to forgive others as we
hope for forgiveness from him.

Matthew 19

Jesus enters Judea.(1,2) The Pharisees’ question about divorces. (3-12)
1 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, he
departed from Galilee, and came into the coasts of Judaea beyond
Jordan; 2 And great multitudes followed him; and he healed them
there.3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying
unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?
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4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he
which made them at the beginning made them male and female, 5 And
said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 6 Wherefore they
are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder. 7 They say unto him, Why did
Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her
away? 8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your
hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it
was not so. 9 And | say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife,
except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth
adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit
adultery. 10 His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so
with his wife, it is not good to marry. 11 But he said unto them, All
men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. 12 For
there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother’s womb:
and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and
there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom
of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.
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When Christ departs, it is best for us to follow him. They found him as able
and ready to help elsewhere, as he had been in Galilee; wherever the Sun of
Righteousness arose, it was with healing in his wings. The Pharisees were desirous of
drawing something from Jesus which they might represent as contrary to the law of
Moses. Cases about marriage have been numerous, and sometimes perplexed; made
so, not by the law of God, but by the lusts and follies of men; and often people fix
what they will do, before they ask for advice. Jesus replied by asking whether they
had not read the account of the creation, and the first example of marriage; thus
pointing out that every departure therefrom was wrong. When the gospel is really
embraced, it makes men kind relatives and faithful friends; it teaches them to bear
the burdens, and to bear with the infirmities of those with whom they are connected,
to consider their peace and happiness more than their own. As to ungodly persons, it
is proper that they should be restrained by laws, from breaking the peace of society.
And we learn that the married state should be entered upon with great seriousness
and earnest prayer.

Young children brought to Jesus.(13-15) 13 Then were there
brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on
them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. 14 But Jesus said,
Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of
such is the kingdom of heaven. 15 And he laid his hands on them,
and departed thence.
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Little children may be brought to Christ as needing, and being capable of
receiving blessings from him, and having an interest in his intercession. We can but
beg a blessing for them: Christ only can command the blessing. It is well for us, that
Christ has more love and tenderness in him than the best of his disciples have. And
all Christians should bring their children to the Saviour that he may bless them with
spiritual blessings.

The rich young man’s inquiry. (16-22) 16 And, behold, one came
and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall | do, that |
may have eternal life? 17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me
good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter
into life, keep the commandments. 18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus
said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou
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shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 19 Honour thy father
and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 20 The
young man saith unto him, All these things have | kept from my youth
up: what lack | yet? 21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go
and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 22 But when the young
man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great
possessions.
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Christ’s promises make his precepts easy, and his yoke pleasant and very
comfortable; yet this promise was as much a trial of the young man’s faith, as the
precept was of his charity and contempt of the world. It is required of us in following
Christ, that we duly attend his ordinances, strictly follow his pattern, and cheerfully
submit to his disposals; and this from love to him, and in dependence on him. To sell
all, and give to the poor, will not serve, but we are to follow Christ. The gospel is the
only remedy for lost sinners. Many abstain from gross vices who do not attend to
their obligations to God. Thousands of instances of disobedience in thought, word,
and deed, are marked against them in the book of God. Thus numbers forsake Christ,
loving this present world: they feel convictions and desires, but they depart sorrowful,
perhaps trembling.

The recompence of Christ’s followers. (23-30)23 Then said Jesus
unto his disciples, Verily | say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly
enter into the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again | say unto you, It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich
man to enter into the kingdom of God. 25 When his disciples heard it,
they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? 26 But
Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible;
but with God all things are possible. 27 Then answered Peter and said
unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall
we have therefore? 28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily | say unto
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you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the
Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And every one
that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother,
or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 30 But many that are
first shall be last; and the last shall be first.
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Though Christ spoke so strongly, few that have riches do not trust in them.
How few that are poor are not tempted to envy! But men’s earnestness in this matter
is like their toiling to build a high wall to shut themselves and their children out of
heaven. Christ’s words show that it is hard for a rich man to be a good Christian, and
to be saved. The way to heaven is a narrow way to all, and the gate that leads into it,
a strait gate; particularly so to rich people. Rich people have a great account to
make up for their opportunities above others. It is utterly impossible for a man that
sets his heart upon his riches, to get to heaven. Christ used an expression, denoting
a difficulty altogether unconquerable by the power of man. Nothing less than the
almighty grace of God will enable a rich man to get over this difficulty. Who then can
be saved? If riches hinder rich people, are not pride and sinful lusts found in those
not rich, and as dangerous to them? Who can be saved? say the disciples. None, saith
Christ, by any created power. Peter said, We have forsaken all. Alas! it was but a
poor all, only a few boats and nets; yet observe how Peter speaks, as if it had been
some mighty thing. We are too apt to make the most of our services and sufferings,
our expenses and losses, for Christ. However, Christ does not upbraid them; though
it was but little that they had forsaken, yet it was their all, and as dear to them as if
it had been more. Christ took it kindly that they left it to follow him; he accepts
according to what a man hath. Our Lord’s promise to the apostles is, that when the
Son of man shall sit on the throne of his glory, he will make all things new, and they
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shall sit with him in judgement on those who will be judged according to their doctrine.
This sets forth the honour, dignity, and authority of their office and ministry. Our
Lord added, that every one who had forsaken possessions or comforts, for his sake
and the gospel, would be recompensed at last. May God give us faith to rest our hope
on this his promise, then we shall be ready for every service or sacrifice. Our Saviour,
in the last verse, does away a mistake of some. The heavenly inheritance is not given
as earthly ones are, but according to God’s pleasure..

Matthew 20

The parable of the labourers in the vineyard. (1-16) 1 For the
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which
went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. 2 And
when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent
them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out about the third hour, and
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 And said unto them;
Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right | will give you.
And they went their way. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and
ninth hour, and did likewise. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went
out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand
ye here all the day idle? 7 They say unto him, Because no man hath
hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and
whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. 8 So when even was come,
the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and
give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 9 And when
they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every
man a penny. 10 But when the first came, they supposed that they
should have received more; and they likewise received every man a
penny. 11 And when they had received it, they murmured against the
goodman of the house, 12 Saying, These last have wrought but one
hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the
burden and heat of the day. 13 But he answered one of them, and
said, Friend, | do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a
penny? 14 Take that thine is, and go thy way: | will give unto this last,
even as unto thee. 15 Is it not lawful for me to do what | will with mine
own? Is thine eye evil, because | am good? 16 So the last shall be first,
and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen

203 69@3_5@1)&)3

g 5% BT e eBLrEsLo
(St 10:31)
G 08 8OA &°Q0DH IR, IKET “HEE™S T &8 (8,
&% esirioR DDA, BB ES S Erd8 HATB DR BH
BPEs achentd 2 BIENSH a8 TarSins 08" edad T°0 &3 &6t
D0, 3 BB 9B TP &0 Kot HKoHENSE 5@@ S0 Host
88 DDVAR0K) 0 E0BB Hrd), 4 WD o ([@°F, 8°wE*A8 JKys, 2

TOHIT @8 BHI BT D 390. 5 T Dot KobeB,
104

Matthew

Sodon T 205 errgEHsn

St KobedH ok Hiee 3Y) verm T, 6 O TTP 0 Kobws
39), BB Foid DD cHookre ) B BIoSa B SIEES
QODCRTNEN a8 SR 7 8 ~ HFeIHEn ErD8 BRESBEB.
©OESD — B T (TF, S IYEIH. 8 FADoseBIYD® ©
(8% chekrintd 8% 1PITEREHR S0 SO 1OD VDB SYKT0
5008 Boeser SYD B0 Erd ViR, 9 T B KotwdH Erds
HHBS T IY) aEYE) FTEID TS SVEVB. 10 I B HY
B JES EHED @SB e 08 &%) BardEn TIPS E°08:0.
11 5788 SRS DHB SO b 2.8%8) ot Soe(Bad DB BB 12 Diwosasn
EHOE dots ey ¥EPoDS Hr8® FBY HIrHID VAT O © cHaETd
o0& e0rE08. 13 worBEw 0S° 2.8AHFGBoD - “YIrHTE, Fb A
BTCHENLEHBE; VY T° Bl a8 TIPBELIL HAVAWLE 2.3 Bae?
R ey DH ST Koy, 14 D BYKend B85 B 0Rr TBERRE.
15 o o8 P5ys® T80 Hifydey Vdkng T0HEn ST ? I Hod
TESS0ES D B notore 3w ? @ B, 16 & FH5edad I

BEDHE B, BEHETL S0eed TPEIDHEH” @ Bao.

The direct object of this parable seems to be, to show that though the Jews
were first called into the vineyard, at length the gospel should be preached to the
Gentiles, and they should be admitted to equal privileges and advantages with the
Jews. The parable may also be applied more generally, and shows, 1. That God is
debtor to no man. 2. That many who begin last, and promise little in religion,
sometimes, by the blessing of God, arrive at a great deal of knowledge, grace, and
usefulness. 3. That the recompense of reward will be given to the saints, but not
according to the time of their conversion. It describes the state of the visible church,
and explains the declaration that the last shall be first, and the first last, in its
various references. Till we are hired into the service of God, we are standing all the
day idle: a sinful state, though a state of drudgery to Satan, may be called a state of
idleness. The market-place is the world, and from that we are called by the gospel.
Come, come from this market-place. Work for God will not admit of trifling. The
Gentiles came in at the eleventh hour; the gospel had not been before preached to
them. Those that have had gospel offers made them at the third or sixth hour, and
have refused them, will not have to say at the eleventh hour, as these had, No man has
hired us. Therefore, not to discourage any, but to awaken all, be it remembered, that
now is the accepted time. God punishes none more than they deserve, and recompenses
every service done for him; he therefore does no wrong to any, by showing
extraordinary grace to some. See here the nature of envy. It is an evil eye, which is
displeased at the good of others, and desires their hurt. Let us forego every proud
claim, and seek for salvation as a free gift. Let us never envy or grudge, but rejoice
and praise God for his mercy to others as well as to ourselves.

Jesus again foretells his sufferings. (17-19) 17 And Jesus going
up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said
unto them, 18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man
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shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they
shall condemn him to death, 19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles
to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall
rise again.
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Christ is more particular here in foretelling his sufferings than before. And
here, as before, he adds the mention of his resurrection and his glory, to that of his
death and sufferings, to encourage his disciples, and comfort them.

The ambition of James and John. (20-28) 20 Then came to him
the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping him, and
desiring a certain thing of him. 21 And he said unto her, What wilt
thou? She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons may sit, the
one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 22 But
Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to
drink of the cup that | shall drink of, and to be baptized with the
baptism that | am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able.
23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be
baptized with the baptism that | am baptized with: but to sit on my
right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to
them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 24 And when the ten heard
it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren. 25 But
Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the
Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great exercise
authority upon them. 26 But it shall not be so among you: but
whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; 27 And
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 28 Even
as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many.
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The sons of Zebedee abused what Christ said to comfort the disciples. Pride
is a sin that most easily besets us; it is sinful ambition to outdo others in pomp and
grandeur. To put down the vanity and ambition of their request, Christ leads them to
the thoughts of their sufferings. It is a bitter cup that is to be drunk of; a cup of
trembling, but not the cup of the wicked. It is but a cup, it is but a draught, bitter
perhaps, but soon emptied; it is a cup in the hand of a Father, Joh 18:11. Baptism is
an ordinance by which we are joined to the Lord in covenant and communion; and so
is suffering for Christ . Baptism is an outward and visible sign of an inward and
spiritual grace; and so is suffering for Christ, for unto us it is given, philippians
1:29 . But they knew not what Christ’s cup was, nor what his baptism. Those are
commonly most confident, who are least acquainted with the cross. Nothing makes
more mischief among brethren, than desire of greatness. And we never find Christ’s
disciples quarrelling, but something of this was at the bottom of it. That man who
labours most diligently, and suffers most patiently, seeking to do good to his brethren,
and to promote the salvation of souls, most resembles Christ, and will be most honoured
by him to all eternity. Our Lord speaks of his death in the terms applied to the sacrifices
of old. It is a sacrifice for the sins of men, and is that true and substantial sacrifice,
which those of the law faintly and imperfectly represented. It was a ransom for many,
enough for all, working upon many; and, if for many, then the poor trembling soul
may say, Why not for me?

Jesus gives sight to two blind men near Jericho.(29-34) 29 And
as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude followed him. 30 And,
behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that
Jesus passed by, cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou
Son of David. 31 And the multitude rebuked them, because they should
hold their peace: but they cried the more, saying, Have mercy on us, O
Lord, thou Son of David. 32 And Jesus stood still, and called them,
and said, What will ye that | shall do unto you? 33 They say unto him,
Lord, that our eyes may be opened. 34 So Jesus had compassion on
them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received
sight, and they followed him.
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It is good for those under the same trial, or infirmity of body or mind, to join
in prayer to God for relief, that they may quicken and encourage one another. There
is mercy enough in Christ for all that ask. They were earnest in prayer. They cried out
as men in earnest. They were humble in prayer, casting themselves upon, and referring
themselves cheerfully to, the Mediator’s mercy. They showed faith in prayer, by the
title they gave to Christ. Surely it was by the Holy Ghost that they called Jesus, Lord.
Christ encouraged them. He first by his grace opens men’s eyes, and so draws their
hearts after him.

Matthew 21

Christ enters Jerusalem.(1-11) 1 And when they drew nigh unto
Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives,
then sent Jesus two disciples, 2 Saying unto them, Go into the village
over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt
with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 3 And if any man say
ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and
straightway he will send them. 4 All this was done, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 Tell ye the daughter
of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an
ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 6 And the disciples went, and did as
Jesus commanded them, 7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put
on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 8 And a very great
multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches
from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 9 And the multitudes
that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son
of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna
in the highest. 10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city
was moved, saying, Who is this? 11 And the multitude said, This is
Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.

108

Matthew

Sodon D 215 ©EREHER
213 egaédi)m

8 e@rd)Sines® Bsridind® B38oikhe
(553?653& 11:1-11 evese 19:28-38 @essted 12:12-19)

B8 BEPRTENSDH 520 e.dSBey &0l afatet i 556%?% I
(PSSD[E S oo 85 %a’peg@é's BEdA D - 2 “E Dot Do)
(P05 Ied; 5§g)n°'$ OB Shal oY) &8 miscss, 8t Do)
TR Rpdin E5HK0. B D&Y T° G0EH SOER Col. 3 JHFKH &®
ADID IS Do ©d (HehHSH SPHOVAOHID BYE, F06T B
3R D HoH” @ DY) T Do K. 4 [FHIBIOP BOPEIL IEIEBED
- 30 2OR%D. VRS

5 “©@Brdy daeneroe, asorr $o8hoHa.

BRSBTS Jaroeroe, Gerdsnm $Hoké,

D e DBSGHES, B Koo, B3,

&S0, &S e aé’i&fb cﬁ;acgéa SRhad” (‘8o 9:9)

6 Bpgen BY) G SWE wepRODD BB T T © PEEDH T 1Y
S $9) S DS S 2Qen Sohre echS Qe i ErPENOBD.
8 5K ENET @FHen TOIPEIDE S QoD HBNB. oLt b
EPEHINS I SPOD HBNB. ©aDS SEBoe 9 e BLoreenen eaDdS
00D I8 ST - “T BB 2205w (Kﬁ‘%ag), (98D DS
HE)aeed QBoDH 8, oS e B @%0‘56333063263 g,
ég?ée:o 118:26. é&%@\e‘é@é é@@é:aoés 2305050 (a’ﬁ%ag\)” ©d Bfen
SwHo88. 10 80HE BEPRSS0EE8 SV HeasoBasn Kb
ASEEED BoBBEHBRL. 11 axdidoresesn- S30Hd KO0cHe® Sabdhardd
BIBETH Ghid @ BO.

This coming of Christ was described by the prophet Zechariah, zechariah
9:9 . When Christ would appear in his glory, it is in his meekness, not in his majesty,
in mercy to work salvation. As meekness and outward poverty were fully seen in
Zion’s King, and marked his triumphal entrance to Jerusalem, how wrong
covetousness, ambition, and the pride of life must be in Zion’s citizens! They brought
the ass, but Jesus did not use it without the owner’s consent. The trappings were such
as came to hand. We must not think the clothes on our backs too dear to part with for
the service of Christ. The chief priests and the elders afterwards joined with the
multitude that abused him upon the cross; but none of them joined the multitude that
did him honour. Those that take Christ for their King, must lay their all under his
feet. Hosanna signifies. Multitudes often seem to approve the gospel, but few become
consistent disciples. When Jesus was come into Jerusalem all the city was moved;
some perhaps were moved with joy, who waited for the Consolation of Israel; others,

109



Sodon TG 215 eErcHEn

of the Pharisees, were moved with envy. So various are the motions in the minds of
men upon the approach of Christ’s kingdom.

He drives out those who profaned the temple. (12-17) 12 And
Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers,
and the seats of them that sold doves, 13 And said unto them, It is
written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have
made it a den of thieves. 14 And the blind and the lame came to him in
the temple; and he healed them. 15 And when the chief priests and
scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying
in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were
sore displeased, 16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say?
And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth
of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? 17 And he left
them, and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there.
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Christ found some of the courts of the temple turned into a market for cattle
and things used in the sacrifices, and partly occupied by the money-changers. Our
Lord drove them from the place, as he had done at his entering upon his ministry,
john 2:13-17 . His works testified of him more than the hosannas; and his healing in
the temple was the fulfilling the promise, that the glory of the latter house should be
greater than the glory of the former.

The barren fig-tree cursed. (18-22) 18 Now in the morning as he
returned into the city, he hungered. 19 And when he saw a fig tree in
the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only,
and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And
presently the fig tree withered away. 20 And when the disciples saw it,
they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away! 21 Jesus
answered and said unto them, Verily | say unto you, If ye have faith,
and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree,
but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be
thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. 22 And all things, whatsoever
ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.
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This cursing of the barren fig-tree represents the state of hypocrites in general,
and so teaches us that Christ looks for the power of religion in those who profess it,
and the savour of it from those that have the show of it. His just expectations from
flourishing professors are often disappointed; he comes to many, seeking fruit, and
finds leaves only. A false profession commonly withers in this world, and it is the
effect of Christ’s curse. The fig-tree that had no fruit, soon lost its leaves. This
represents the state of the nation and people of the Jews in particular. Our Lord Jesus
found among them nothing but leaves. And after they rejected Christ, blindness and
hardness grew upon them, till they were undone, and their place and nation rooted
up. The Lord was righteous in it. Let us greatly fear the doom denounced on the
barren fig-tree.

Jesus’ discourse in the temple. (23-27) 23 And when he was come
into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came
unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou
these things? and who gave thee this authority? 24 And Jesus answered
and said unto them, | also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me,
I in like wise will tell you by what authority | do these things. 25 The
baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they
reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he
will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him? 26 But if we shall
say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 27 And
they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them,
Neither tell 1 you by what authority | do these things.
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As our Lord now openly appeared as the Messiah, the chief priests and scribes
were much offended, especially because he exposed and removed the abuses they
encouraged. Our Lord asked what they thought of John's ministry and baptism. Many
are more afraid of the shame of lying than of the sin, and therefore scruple not to
speak what they know to be false, as to their own thoughts, affections, and intentions,
or their remembering and forgetting. Our Lord refused to answer their inquiry. It is
best to shun needless disputes with wicked opposers.

The parable of the two sons. (28-32) 28 But what think ye? A
certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go
work to day in my vineyard. 29 He answered and said, | will not: but
afterward he repented, and went. 30 And he came to the second, and
said likewise. And he answered and said, | go, sir: and went not.
31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto
him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily | say unto you, That the
publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For
John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him
not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye
had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.
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The parable of the two sons sent to work in the vineyard, is to show that
those who knew not John’s baptism to be of God, were shamed by those who knew it,
and owned it. The whole human race are like children whom the Lord has brought up,
but they have rebelled against him, only some are more plausible in their disobedience
than others. And it often happens, that the daring rebel is brought to repentance and
becomes the Lord’s servant, while the formalist grows hardened in pride and enmity.

The parable of the wicked husbandmen. (33-46) 33 Hear another
parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard,
and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built a
tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country:
34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to
the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. 35 And the
husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and
stoned another. 36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first:
and they did unto them likewise. 37 But last of all he sent unto them
his son, saying, They will reverence my son. 38 But when the
husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the
heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 39 And
they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.
40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do
unto those husbandmen? 41 They say unto him, He will miserably
destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto other
husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons.
42 Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The
stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the
corner: this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?
43 Therefore say | unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from
you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 44 And
whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever
it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. 45 And when the chief priests
and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he spake of
them. 46 But when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the
multitude, because they took him for a prophet.
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This parable plainly sets forth the sin and ruin of the Jewish nation; and
what is spoken to convict them, is spoken to caution all that enjoy the privileges of
the outward church. As men treat God’s people, they would treat Christ himself, if he
were with them. How can we, if faithful to his cause, expect a favourable reception
from a wicked world, or from ungodly professors of Christianity! And let us ask
ourselves, whether we who have the vineyard and all its advantages, render fruits in
due season, as a people, as a family, or as separate persons. Our Saviour, in his
question, declares that the Lord of the ld not admit his doctrine or laws, they threw
him aside as a despised stone. But he who was rejected by the Jews, was embraced by
the Gentiles. Christ knows who will bring forth gospel fruits in the use of gospel
means. The unbelief of sinners will be their ruin. But God has many ways of restraining
the remainders of wrath, as he has of making that which breaks out redound to his
praise. May Christ become more and more precious to our souls, as the firm
Foundation and Cornerstone of his church.

Matthew 22

The parable of the marriage feast.(1- 14) 1 And Jesus answered
and spake unto them again by parables, and said, 2 The kingdom of
heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son,
3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the
wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other
servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, | have prepared
my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are
ready: come unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of it, and went
their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 6 And the
remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew
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them. 7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent
forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their
city. 8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they
which were bidden were not worthy. 9 Go ye therefore into the
highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 10 So
those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all
as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was
furnished with guests. 11 And when the king came in to see the guests,
he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12 And he
saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding
garment? And he was speechless. 13 Then said the king to the servants,
Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14 For many
are called, but few are chosen.
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The provision made for perishing souls in the gospel, is represented by a
royal feast made by a king, with eastern liberality, on the marriage of his son. Our
merciful God has not only provided food, but a royal feast, for the perishing souls of
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his rebellious creatures. There is enough and to spare, of every thing that can add to
our present comfort and everlasting happiness, in the salvation of his Son Jesus
Christ. The guests first invited were the Jews. When the prophets of the Old Testament
prevailed not, nor John the Baptist, nor Christ himself, who told them the kingdom of
God was at hand, the apostles and ministers of the gospel were sent, after Christ’s
resurrection, to tell them it was come, and to persuade them to accept the offer. The
reason why sinners come not to Christ and salvation by him, is, not because they
cannot, but because they will not. Making light of Christ, and of the great salvation
wrought out by him, is the damning sin of the world. Persecution of Christ’s faithful
ministers fills up the measure of guilt of any people. The offer of Christ and salvation
to the Gentiles was not expected; it was such a surprise as it would be to wayfaring
men, to be invited to a royal wedding-feast. The design of the gospel is to gather souls
to Christ; all the children of God scattered abroad, Joh 10:16; 11:52. The case of
hypocrites is represented by the guest that had not on a wedding-garment. It concerns
all to prepare for the scrutiny; and those, and those only, who put on the Lord Jesus,
who have a Christian temper of mind, who live by faith in Christ, and to whom he is all
in all, have the wedding-garment. Our Saviour here passes out of the parable into that
which it teaches. Hypocrites go by the light of the gospel itself down to utter darkness.
Many are called to the wedding-feast, that is, to salvation, but few have the wedding-
garment, the righteousness of Christ, the sanctification of the Spirit. Then let us examine
ourselves whether we are in the faith, and seek to be approved by the King.

The Pharisees question Jesus as to the tribute.(15-22) 15 Then
went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in
his talk. 16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the
Herodians, saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest
the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou
regardest not the person of men. 17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest
thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 18 But Jesus
perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites?
19 Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny.
20 And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription
21 They say unto him, Caesar’'s. Then saith he unto them, Render
therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God
the things that are God’s. 22 When they had heard these words, they
marvelled, and left him, and went their way.
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The Pharisees sent their disciples with the Herodians, a party among the
Jews, who were for full subjection to the Roman emperor. Though opposed to each
other, they joined against Christ. What they said of Christ was right; whether they
knew it or not, blessed be God we know it. Jesus Christ was a faithful Teacher, and a
bold reprover. Christ saw their wickedness. Whatever mask the hypocrite puts on,
our Lord Jesus sees through it. Christ did not interpose as a judge in matters of this
nature, for his kingdom is not of this world, but he enjoins peaceable subjection to
the powers that be. His adversaries were reproved, and his disciples were taught that
the Christian religion is no enemy to civil government. Christ is, and will be, the
wonder, not only of his friends, but of his enemies. They admire his wisdom, but will
not be guided by it; his power, but will not submit to it.

The question of the Sadducees as to the resurrection.(23-33)
23 The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that there is
no resurrection, and asked him, 24 Saying, Master, Moses said, If a
man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, and
raise up seed unto his brother. 25 Now there were with us seven
brethren: and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased, and,
having no issue, left his wife unto his brother: 26 Likewise the second
also, and the third, unto the seventh. 27 And last of all the woman
died also. 28 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of
the seven? for they all had her. 29 Jesus answered and said unto
them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.
30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage,
but are as the angels of God in heaven. 31 But as touching the
resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which was spoken
unto you by God, saying, 32 | am the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the
living. 33 And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at
his doctrine.
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The doctrines of Christ displeased the infidel Sadducees, as well as the
Pharisees and Herodians. He carried the great truths of the resurrection and a future
state, further than they had yet been reveled. There is no arguing from the state of
things in this world, as to what will take place hereafter. Let truth be set in a clear
light, and it appears in full strength. Having thus silenced them, our Lord proceeded
to show the truth of the doctrine of the resurrection from the books of Moses. God
declared to Moses that he was the God of the patriarchs, who had died long before;
this shows that they were then in a state of being, capable of enjoying his favour, and
proves that the doctrine of the resurrection is clearly taught in the Old Testament as
well as in the New. But this doctrine was kept for a more full revelation, after the
resurrection of Christ, who was the first-fruits of them that slept.

The substance of the commandments.(34-40) 34 But when the
Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they
were gathered together. 35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer,
asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, 36 Master, which is
the great commandment in the law? 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment.
39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.
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An interpreter of the law asked our Lord a question, to try, not so much his
knowledge, as his judgment. The love of God is the first and great commandment,
and the sum of all the commands of the first table. Our love of God must be sincere,

118

Matthew

Sodon W 235 errgeHsn

not in word and tongue only. All our love is too little to bestow upon him, therefore
all the powers of the soul must be engaged for him, and carried out toward him. To
love our neighbour as ourselves, is the second great commandment. There is a self-
love which is corrupt, and the root of the greatest sins, and it must be put off and
mortified; but there is a self-love which is the rule of the greatest duty: we must have
a due concern for the welfare of our own souls and bodies. And we must love our
neighbour as truly and sincerely as we love ourselves; in many cases we must deny
ourselves for the good of others. By these two commandments let our hearts be formed
as by a mould.

Jesus questions the Pharisees. (41-46)41 While the Pharisees
were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 Saying, What think ye
of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of David.
43 He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord,
saying, 44 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,
till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 45 If David then call him Lord,
how is he his son? 46 And no man was able to answer him a word,
neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions.
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When Christ baffled his enemies, he asked what thoughts they had of the
promised Messiah? How he could be the Son of David and yet his Lord? He quotes
psalms 110:1 . If the Christ was to be a mere man, who would not exist till many ages
after David’s death, how could his forefather call him Lord? The Pharisees could not
answer it. Nor can any solve the difficulty except he allows the Messiah to be the Son
of God, and David’s Lord equally with the Father. He took upon him human nature,
and so became God manifested in the flesh; in this sense he is the Son of man and the
Son of David.

Matthew 23

Jesus reproves the scribes and Pharisees.(1-12) 1 Then spake
Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 2 Saying, The scribes and
the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: 3 All therefore whatsoever they bid
you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for
they say, and do not. 4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to
be borne, and lay them on men'’s shoulders; but they themselves will
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not move them with one of their fingers. 5 But all their works they do
for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge
the borders of their garments, 6 And love the uppermost rooms at
feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 7 And greetings in the
markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 8 But be not ye called
Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren.
9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father,
which is in heaven. 10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your
Master, even Christ. 11 But he that is greatest among you shall be
your servant. 12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased;
and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted
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The scribes and Pharisees explained the law of Moses, and enforced obedience
to it. They are charged with hypocrisy in religion. We can only judge according to
outward appearance; but God searches the heart. They made phylacteries. These
were scrolls of paper or parchment, wherein were written four paragraphs of the law,
to be worn on their foreheads and left arms, 11:13-21 . They made these phylacteries
broad, that they might be thought more zealous for the law than others. God appointed
the Jews to make fringes upon their garments, numbers 15:38 , to remind them of
their being a peculiar people; but the Pharisees made them larger than common, as
if they were thereby more religious than others. Pride was the darling, reigning sin of
the Pharisees, the sin that most easily beset them, and which our Lord Jesus takes all
occasions to speak against. For him that is taught in the word to give respect to him
that teaches, is commendable; but for him that teaches, to demand it, to be puffed up
with it, is sinful.
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Crimes of the Pharisees. The guilt of Jerusalem.(13-39) 13 But woe
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom
of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer
ye them that are entering to go in. 14 Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence
make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.
15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass
sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make
him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 16 Woe unto you,
ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is
nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a
debtor! 17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the
temple that sanctifieth the gold? 18 And, Whosoever shall swear by
the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon
it, he is guilty. 19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or
the altar that sanctifieth the gift? 20 Whoso therefore shall swear by
the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. 21 And whoso
shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth
therein. 22 And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne
of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 23 Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin,
and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy,
and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other
undone. 24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a
camel. 25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make
clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full
of extortion and excess. 26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which
is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean
also. 27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are
like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward,
but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even
so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full
of hypocrisy and iniquity. 29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish
the sepulchres of the righteous, 30 And say, If we had been in the
days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in
the blood of the prophets. 31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto
yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets.
32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 33 Ye serpents, ye
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?
34 Wherefore, behold, | send unto you prophets, and wise men, and
scribes: and some of them ye shall Kkill and crucify; and some of them
shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to
city: 35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon
the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias
son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar.
36 Verily | say unto you, All these things shall come upon this
generation. 37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets,
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would | have
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings, and ye would not! 38 Behold, your house is left unto
you desolate. 39 For | say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth,
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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The scribes and Pharisees were enemies to the gospel of Christ, and therefore
to the salvation of the souls of men. It is bad to keep away from Christ ourselves, but
worse also to keep others from him. Yet it is no new thing for the show and form of
godliness to be made a cloak to the greatest enormities. But dissembled piety will be
reckoned double iniquity. They were very busy to turn souls to be of their party. Not

for the glory of God and the good of souls, but that they might have the credit and

advantage of making converts. Gain being their godliness, by a thousand devices
they made religion give way to their worldly interests. They were very strict and
precise in smaller matters of the law, but careless and loose in weightier matters. It is
not the scrupling a little sin that Christ here reproves; if it be a sin, though but a
gnat, it must be strained out; but the doing that, and then swallowing a camel, or,
committing a greater sin. While they would seem to be godly, they were neither sober
nor righteous. We are really, what we are inwardly. Outward motives may keep the
outside clean, while the inside is filthy,; but if the heart and spirit be made new, there
will be newness of life; here we must begin with ourselves. The righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees was like the ornaments of a grave, or dressing up a dead body,
only for show. The deceitfulness of sinners’ hearts appears in that they go down the
streams of the sins of their own day, while they fancy that they should have opposed
the sins of former days. We sometimes think, if we had lived when Christ was upon
earth, that we should not have despised and rejected him, as men then did; yet Christ
in his Spirit, in his word, in his ministers, is still no better treated. And it is just with
God to give those up to their hearts’ lusts, who obstinately persist in gratifying them.
Christ gives men their true characters. Our Lord declares the miseries the inhabitants
of Jerusalem were about to bring upon themselves, but he does not notice the sufferings
he was to undergo. A hen gathering her chickens under her wings, is an apt emblem
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of the Saviour’s tender love to those who trust in him, and his faithful care of them.
He calls sinners to take refuge under his tender protection, keeps them safe, and
nourishes them to eternal life. The present dispersion and unbelief of the Jews, and
their future conversion to Christ, were here foretold. Jerusalem and her children had
a large share of guilt, and their punishment has been signal. But ere long, deserved
vengeance will fall on every church which is Christian in name only. In the mean time
the Saviour stands ready to receive all who come to him.

Matthew 24

Christ foretells the destruction of the temple. (1-3) The troubles
before the destruction of Jerusalem.(4-28) 1 And Jesus went out, and
departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew
him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye
not all these things? verily | say unto you, There shall not be left here
one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 3 And as he
sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately,
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign
of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 4 And Jesus answered
and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For many
shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many.
6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not
troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not
yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes,
in divers places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 Then shall
they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill nations for my name’s
sake. 10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one
another, and shall hate one another. 11 And many false prophets shall
rise, and shall deceive many. 12 And because iniquity shall abound,
the love of many shall wax cold. 13 But he that shall endure unto the
end, the same shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come. 15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place,
(whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16 Then let them which be in
Judaea flee into the mountains: 17 Let him which is on the housetop
not come down to take any thing out of his house: 18 Neither let him
which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto
them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!
20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the
sabbath day: 21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.
22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh
be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened. 23 Then
if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it
not. 24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect. 25 Behold, | have told you before.
26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go
not forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. 27 For
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as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28 For wheresoever
the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. you: and ye
shall be hated of all
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Christ foretells the utter ruin and destruction coming upon the temple. Our
Lord having gone with his disciples to the Mount of Olives, he set before them the
order of the times concerning the Jews, till the destruction of Jerusalem; and as to
men in general till the end of the world. The disciples had asked concerning the
times, When these things should be? Christ gave them no answer to that; but they had
also asked, What shall be the sign? This question he answers fully. The prophecy first
respects events near at hand, the destruction of Jerusalem, the end of the Jewish
church and state, the calling of the Gentiles, and the setting up of Christ’s kingdom in
the world; but it also looks to the general judgment; and toward the close, points
more particularly to the latter. What Christ here said to his disciples, tended more to
promote caution than to satisfy their curiosity; more to prepare them for the events
that should happen, than to give a distinct idea of the events. This is that good
understanding of the times which all should covet, thence to infer what Israel ought
to do. Our Saviour cautions his disciples to stand on their guard against false teachers.
And he foretells wars and great commotions among nations. From the time that the
Jews rejected Christ, and he left their house desolate, the sword never departed from
them. See what comes of refusing the gospel. Those who will not hear the messengers
of peace, shall be made to hear the messengers of war. But where the heart is fixed,
trusting in God, it is kept in peace, and is not afraid. It is against the mind of Christ,
that his people should have troubled hearts, even in troublous times. When we looked
forward to the eternity of misery that is before the obstinate refusers of Christ and his
gospel, we may truly say, The greatest earthly judgments are but the beginning of
sorrows. It is comforting that some shall endure even to the end. Our Lord foretells
the preaching of the gospel in all the world. The end of the world shall not be till the
gospel has done its work. Christ foretells the ruin coming upon the people of the
Jews; and what he said here, would be of use to his disciples, for their conduct and
for their comfort. If God opens a door of escape, we ought to make our escape, otherwise
we do not trust God, but tempt him. It becomes Christ’s disciples, in times of public
trouble, to be much in prayer: that is never out of season, but in a special manner
seasonable when we are distressed on every side. Though we must take what God
sends, yet we may pray against sufferings; and it is very trying to a good man, to be
taken by any work of necessity from the solemn service and worship of God on the
sabbath day. But here is one word of comfort, that for the elect’s sake these days shall
be made shorter than their enemies designed, who would have cut all off, if God, who
used these foes to serve his own purpose, had not set bounds to their wrath. Christ
foretells the rapid spreading of the gospel in the world. It is plainly seen as the
lightning. Christ preached his gospel openly.
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Christ foretells other signs and miseries, to the end of the
world.(29-41) 29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the
stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be
shaken: 30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other. 32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer
is nigh: 33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know
that it is near, even at the doors. 34 Verily | say unto you, This
generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 35 Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 36 But
of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven,
but my Father only. 37 But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew
not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be. 40 Then shall two be in the field; the one
shall be taken, and the other left. 41 Two women shall be grinding at
the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.
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Christ foretells his second coming. It is usual for prophets to speak of things
as near and just at hand, to express the greatness and certainty of them. Concerning
Christ’s second coming, it is foretold that there shall be a great change, in order to
the making all things new. Then they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds.
At his first coming, he was set for a sign that should be spoken against, but at his
second coming, a sign that should be admired. Sooner or later, all sinners will be
mourners; but repenting sinners look to Christ, and mourn after a godly sort; and
those who sow in those tears shall shortly reap in joy. Impenitent sinners shall see
Him whom they have pierced, and, though they laugh now, shall mourn and weep in
endless horror and despair. The elect of God are scattered abroad; there are some in
all places, and all nations; but when that great gathering day comes, there shall not
one of them be missing. Distance of place shall keep none out of heaven. Our Lord
declares that the Jews should never cease to be a distinct people, until all things he
had been predicting were fulfilled. His prophecy reaches to the day of final judgment;
therefore he here, ver. 34, foretells that Judah shall never cease to exist as a distinct
people, so long as this world shall endure. Men of the world scheme and plan for
generation upon generation here, but they plan not with reference to the overwhelming,
approaching, and most certain event of Christ’s second coming, which shall do away
every human scheme, and set aside for ever all that God forbids. That will be as
surprising a day, as the deluge to the old world. Apply this, first, to temporal judgments,
particularly that which was then hastening upon the nation and people of the Jews.
Secondly, to the eternal judgment. Christ here shows the state of the old world when
the deluge came.

Exhortations to watchfulness.(42-51) 42 Watch therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord doth come. 43 But know this, that if
the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would
come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house
to be broken up. 44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as
ye think not the Son of man cometh. 45 Who then is a faithful and
wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to
give them meat in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant, whom his
lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 47 Verily | say unto you,
That he shall make him ruler over all his goods. 48 But and if that evil
servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; 49 And
shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the
drunken; 50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 51 And
shall cut ¥Z him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the
hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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To watch for Christ’s coming, is to maintain that temper of mind which we
would be willing that our Lord should find us in. We know we have but a little time to
live, we cannot know that we have a long time to live; much less do we know the time
fixed for the judgment. Our Lord’s coming will be happy to those that shall be found
ready, but very dreadful to those that are not. If a man, professing to be the servant of
Christ, be an unbeliever, covetous, ambitious, or a lover of pleasure, he will be cut
off. Those who choose the world for their portion in this life, will have hell for their
portion in the other life.

Matthew 25

The parable of the ten virgins.(1-13) 1 Then shall the kingdom of
heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went
forth to meet the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were wise, and five
were foolish. 3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil
with them: 4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6 And
at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go
ye out to meet him. 7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their
lamps. 8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our
lamps are gone out. 9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest
there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell,
and buy for yourselves. 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom
came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and
the door was shut. 11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying,
Lord, Lord, open to us. 12 But he answered and said, Verily | say unto
you, | know you not. 13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day
nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
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The circumstances of the parable of the ten virgins were taken from the
marriage customs among the Jews, and explain the great day of Christ’s coming. As
Christians we profess to attend upon Christ, to honour him, also to be waiting for his
coming. Sincere Christians are the wise virgins, and hypocrites the foolish ones.
Those are the truly wise or foolish that are so in the affairs of their souls. Many have
a lamp of profession in their hands, but have not, in their hearts, sound knowledge
and settled resolution, which are needed to carry them through the services and trials
of the present state. Their hearts are not stored with holy dispositions, by the new-
creating Spirit of God. Our light must shine before men in good works; but this is not
likely to be long done, unless there is a fixed, active principle in the heart, of faith in
Christ, and love to God and our brethren. They all slumbered and slept. The delay
represents the space between the real or apparent conversion of these professors, and
the coming of Christ, to take them away by death, or to judge the world. But though
Christ tarry past our time, he will not tarry past the due time. The wise virgins kept
their lamps burning, but they did not keep themselves awake. Too many real Christians
grow remiss, and one degree of carelessness makes way for another. Those that allow
themselves to slumber, will scarcely keep from sleeping; therefore dread the beginning
of spiritual decays. A startling summons was given. Go ye forth to meet Him, is a call
to those prepared. The notice of Christ’s approach, and the call to meet him, will
awaken. Even those best prepared for death 2 peter day of search and inquiry; and it
concerns us to think how we shall then be found. Some wanted oil to supply their
lamps when going out. Those that take up short of true grace, will certainly find the
want of it one time or other. An outward profession may light a man along this world,
but the damps of the valley of the shadow of death will put out such a light. Those
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who care not to live the life, yet would die the death of the righteous. But those that
would be saved, must have grace of their own; and those that have most grace, have
none to spare.

The parable of the talents.(14-30) 14 For the kingdom of heaven
is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants,
and delivered unto them his goods. 15 And unto one he gave five talents,
to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his
several ability; and straightway took his journey. 16 Then he that had
received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made
them other five talents. 17 And likewise he that had received two, he
also gained other two. 18 But he that had received one went and digged
in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. 19 After a long time the lord of
those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 20 And so he that
had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying,
Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, | have gained beside
them five talents more. 21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou
good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, |
will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
lord. 22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord,
thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, | have gained two other
talents beside them. 23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, | will make
thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 24 Then
he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, | knew thee
that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and
gathering where thou hast not strawed: 25 And | was afraid, and went
and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 26 His
lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant,
thou knewest that | reap where | sowed not, and gather where | have
not strawed: 27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the
exchangers, and then at my coming | should have received mine own
with usury. 28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto
him which hath ten talents. 29 For unto every one that hath shall be
given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall
be taken away even that which he hath. 30 And cast ye the unprofitable
servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.
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Christ keeps no servants to be idle: they have received their all from him, and
have nothing they can call their own but sin. Our receiving from Christ is in order to
our working for him. The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit
withal. The day of account comes at last. We must all be reckoned with as to what
good we have got to our own souls, and have done to others, by the advantages we
have enjoyed. It is not meant that the improving of natural powers can entitle a man
to Divine grace.. Those who think it impossible to please God, and in vain to serve
him, will do nothing to purpose in religion. They complain that He requires of them
more than they are capable of, and punishes them for what they cannot help. Whatever
they may pretend, the fact is, they dislike the character and work of the Lord. The
slothful servant is sentenced to be deprived of his talent. This may be applied to the
blessings of this life; but rather to the means of grace. Those who know not the day of
their visitation, shall have the things that belong to their peace hid from their eyes.
His doom is, to be cast into outer darkness. It is a usual way of expressing the miseries
of the damned in hell. Here, as in what was said to the faithful servants, our Saviour
goes out of the parable into the thing intended by it, and this serves as a key to the
whole. Let us not envy sinners, or covet any of their perishing possessions.
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The judgment.(31-46) 31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory,
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of
his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep
from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For | was an hungred,
and ye gave me meat: | was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: | was a
stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: | was sick,
and ye visited me: | was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then
shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an
hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 When saw
we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?
39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And
the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily | say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels: 42 For | was an hungred, and ye gave me
no meat: | was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 | was a stranger,
and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in
prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall they also answer him,
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger,
or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then
shall he answer them, saying, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. 46 And these shall
go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
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This is a description of the last judgment. It is as an explanation of the former
parables. Christ shall come, not only in the glory of his Father, but in his own glory,
as Mediator. The wicked and godly here dwell together, in the same cities, churches,
families, and are not always to be known the one from the other; such are the
weaknesses of saints, such the hypocrisies of sinners; and death takes both: but in
that day they will be parted for ever. Jesus Christ is the great Shepherd; he will
shortly distinguish between those that are his, and those that are not. All other
distinctions will be done away; but the great one between saints and sinners, holy
and unholy, will remain for ever. The happiness the saints shall possess is very great.
It is a kingdom; the most valuable possession on earth; yet this is but a faint
resemblance of the blessed state of the saints in heaven. It is a kingdom prepared.
The Father provided it for them in the greatness of his wisdom and power, the Son
purchased it for them; and the blessed Spirit, in preparing them for the kingdom, is
preparing it for them. It is prepared for them: it is in all points adapted to the new
nature of a sanctified soul. It is prepared from the foundation of the world. This
happiness was for the saints, and they for it, from all eternity. They shall come and
inherit it. What we inherit is not got by ourselves. It is God that makes heirs of
heaven. We are not to suppose that acts of bounty will entitle to eternal happiness.
Good works done for God’s sake, through Jesus Christ, are here noticed as marking
the character of believers made holy by the Spirit of Christ, and as the effects of
grace bestowed on those who do them.

Matthew 26

The rulers conspire against Christ(1-4) 1 And it came to pass,
when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said unto his disciples,
2 Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son
of man is betrayed to be crucified. 3 Then assembled together the
chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the
palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 4 And consulted
that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him. 5 But they said,
Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among the people.
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Our Lord had often told of his sufferings as at a distance, now he speaks of
them as at hand. At the same time the Jewish council consulted how they might put
him to death secretly. But it pleased God to defeat their intention. Jesus, the true
paschal Lamb, was to be sacrificed for us at that very time, and his death and
resurrection rendered public.

Christ anointed at Bethany.(6-13) 6 Now when Jesus was in
Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 7 There came unto him a
woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured
it on his head, as he sat at meat. 8 But when his disciples saw it, they
had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? 9 For this
ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.
10 When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the
woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me. 11 For ye have
the poor always with you; but me ye have not always. 12 For in that
she hath poured this ocintment on my body, she did it for my burial.
13 Verily | say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in
the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be
told for a memorial of her.
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The pouring ointment upon the head of Christ was a token of the highest
respect. Where there is true love in the heart to Jesus Christ, nothing will be thought
too good to bestow upon him. The more Christ’s servants and their services are cavilled
at, the more he manifests his acceptance. This act of faith and love was so remarkable,
that it would be reported, as a memorial of Mary’s faith and love, to all future ages,
and in all places where the gospel should be preached. This prophecy is fulfilled.

Judas bargains to betray Christ.(14-16)14 Then one of the twelve,
called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 15 And said unto
them, What will ye give me, and | will deliver him unto you? And they
covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that time
he sought opportunity to betray him.
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There were but twelve called apostles, and one of them was like a devil; surely
we must never expect any society to be quite pure on this side heaven. The greater
profession men make of religion, the greater opportunity they have of doing mischief,
if their hearts be not right with God. Observe, that Christ’s own disciple, who knew
so well his doctrine and manner of his life, and was false to him, could not charge
him with any thing criminal, though it would have served to justify his treachery.
What did Judas want? Was not he welcome wherever his Master was? Did he not fare
as Christ fared? It is not the lack, but the love of money, that is the root of all evil.
After he had made that wicked bargain, Judas had time to repent, and to revoke it;
but when lesser acts of dishonesty have hardened the conscience men do without
hesitation that which is more shameful.

The Passover. (17-25) Christ institutes his holy supper. (26-30)
17 Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples
came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for
thee to eat the passover? 18 And he said, Go into the city to such a
man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at hand; | will
keep the passover at thy house with my disciples. 19 And the disciples
did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover.
20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. 21 And
as they did eat, he said, Verily | say unto you, that one of you shall
betray me. 22 And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every
one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I? 23 And he answered and
said, He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall
betray me. 24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe
unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good
for that man if he had not been born. 25 Then Judas, which betrayed
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him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast
said. 26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it,
and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is
my body. 27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 28 For this is my blood of the new
testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 29 But |
say unto you, | will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom. 30 And
when they had sung an hymn, 52 they went out into the mount of
Olives.
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Observe, the place for their eating the passover was pointed out by Christ to
the disciples. He knows those hidden ones who favour his cause, and will graciously
visit all who are willing to receive him. The disciples did as Jesus had appointed.
Those who would have Christ’s presence in the gospel passover, must do what he
says. It well becomes the disciples of Christ always to be jealous over themselves,
especially in trying times. We know not how strongly we may be tempted, nor how far
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God may leave us to ourselves, therefore we have reason not to be high-minded, but
to fear. Heart-searching examination and fervent prayer are especially proper before
the Lord’s supper, that, as Christ our Passover is now sacrificed for us, we may keep
this feast, renewing our repentance, our faith in his blood, and surrendering ourselves
to his service.

This ordinance of the Lord’s supper is to us the passover supper, by which we
commemorate a much greater deliverance than that of Israel out of Egypt. Take, eat;
accept of Christ as he is offered to you; receive the atonement, approve of it, submit
to his grace and his government. Meat looked upon, be the dish ever so well garnished,
will not nourish; it must be fed upon: so must the doctrine of Christ. This is my body;,
that is, spiritually, it signifies and represents his body. We partake of the sun, not by
having the sun put into our hands, but the beams of it darted down upon us; so we
partake of Christ by partaking of his grace, and the blessed fruits of the breaking of
his body. The blood of Christ is signified and represented by the wine. He gave thanks,
to teach us to look to God in every part of the ordinance. This cup he gave to the
disciples with a command, Drink ye all of it. The pardon of sin is that great blessing
which is, in the Lord’s supper, conferred on all true believers; it is the foundation of
all other blessings. He takes leave of such communion; and assures them of a happy
meeting again at last; “Until that day when I drink it new with you”, may be understood
of the joys and glories of the future state, which the saints shall partake with the Lord
Jesus. That will be the kingdom of his Father; the wine of consolation will there be
always new. While we look at the outward signs of Christ’s body broken and his blood
shed for the remission of our sins, let us recollect that the feast cost him as much as
though he had literally given his flesh to be eaten and his blood for us to drink.

He warns his disciples. (31-35) 31 Then saith Jesus unto them,
All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, | will
smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.
32 But after | am risen again, | will go before you into Galilee. 33 Peter
answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because
of thee, yet will I never be offended. 34 Jesus said unto him, Verily |
say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny
me thrice. 35 Peter said unto him, Though | should die with thee, yet
will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.
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Improper self-confidence, like that of Peter, is the first step to a fall. There is a
proneness in all of us to be over-confident. But those fall soonest and foulest, who
are the most confident in themselves. Those are least safe, who think themselves most
secure. Satan is active to lead such astray; they are most off their guard: God leaves
them to themselves, to humble them.

His agony in the garden. (36-46) 36 Then cometh Jesus with
them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples,
Sit ye here, while | go and pray yonder. 37 And he took with him Peter
and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very
heavy. 38 Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful,
even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. 39 And he went a
little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as | will, but
as thou wilt. 40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them
asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one
hour? 41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 42 He went away again the
second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not
pass away from me, except | drink it, thy will be done. 43 And he
came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy. 44 And
he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying
the same words. 45 Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto
them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand,
and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let
us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me.
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He who made atonement for the sins of mankind, submitted himself in a garden
of suffering, to the will of God, from which man had revolted in a garden of pleasure.
Christ took with him into that part of the garden where he suffered his agony, only
those who had witnessed his glory in his transfiguration. Those are best prepared to
suffer with Christ, who have by faith beheld his glory. The words used denote the
most entire dejection, amazement, anguish, and horror of mind; the state of one
surrounded with sorrows, overwhelmed with miseries, and almost swallowed up with
terror and dismay. He now began to be sorrowful, and never ceased to be so till he
said, It is finished. He prayed that, if possible, the cup might pass from him. But he
also showed his perfect readiness to bear the load of his sufferings; he was willing to
submit to all for our redemption and salvation. According to this example of Christ,
we must drink of the bitterest cup which God puts into our hands; though nature
struggle, it must submit. It should be more our care to get troubles sanctified, and
our hearts satisfied under them, than to get them taken away. It is well for us that our
salvation is in the hand of One who neither slumbers nor sleeps. All are tempted, but
we should be much afraid of entering into temptation. To be secured from this, we
should watch and pray, and continually look unto the Lord to hold us up that we may
be safe. Doubtless our Lord had a clear and full view of the sufferings he was to
endure, yet he spoke with the greatest calmness till this time. Christ was a Surety,
who undertook to be answerable for our sins. Accordingly he was made sin for us,
and suffered for our sins, the Just for the unjust; and Scripture ascribes his heaviest
sufferings to the hand of God. He had full knowledge of the infinite evil of sin, and of
the immense extent of that guilt for which he was to atone; with awful views of the
Divine justice and holiness, and the punishment deserved by the sins of men, such as
no tongue can express, or mind conceive. At the same time, Christ suffered being
tempted; probably horrible thoughts were suggested by Satan that tended to gloom
and every dreadful conclusion: these would be the more hard to bear from his perfect
holiness. And did the load of imputed guilt so weigh down the soul of Him of whom it
is said, He upholdeth all things by the word of his power? into what misery then must
those sink whose sins are left upon their own heads! How will those escape who
neglect so great salvation?

He is betrayed. (47-56) 47 And while he yet spake, lo, Judas,
one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords
and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 48 Now he
that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever | shall Kiss,
that same is he: hold him fast. 49 And forthwith he came to Jesus,
and said, Hail, master; and kissed him. 50 And Jesus said unto him,
Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on
Jesus, and took him. 51 And, behold, one of them which were with
Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and struck a servant
of the high priest’s, and smote off his ear. 52 Then said Jesus unto
him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword. 53 Thinkest thou that | cannot
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now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than
twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then shall the scriptures be
fulfilled, that thus it must be? 55 In that same hour said Jesus to the
multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief with swords and staves
for to take me? | sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid
no hold on me. 56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the
prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.
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No enemies are so much to be abhorred as those professed disciples that
betray Christ with a kiss. God has no need of our services, much less of our sins, to
bring about his purposes. Though Christ was crucified through weakness, it was
voluntary weakness; he submitted to death. If he had not been willing to suffer, they
could not conquer him. It was a great sin for those who had left all to follow Jesus;
now to leave him for they knew not what. What folly, for fear of death to flee from
Him, whom they knew and acknowledged to be the Fountain of life!

Christ before Caiaphas. (57-68) 57 And they that had laid hold
on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes
and the elders were assembled. 58 But Peter followed him afar off
unto the high priest's palace, and went in, and sat with the servants,
to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council,
sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death; 60 But found
none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At
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the last came two false witnesses, 61 And said, This fellow said, | am
able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days. 62 And
the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing?
what is it which these witness against thee? 63 But Jesus held his
peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, | adjure thee
by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son
of God. 64 Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless | say
unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 65 Then the high
priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further
need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.
66 What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death.
67 Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote
him with the palms of their hands, 68 Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou
Christ, Who is he that smote thee?
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Jesus was hurried into Jerusalem. It looks ill, and bodes worse, when those
who are willing to be Christ’s disciples, are not willing to be known to be so. Here
began Peter’s denying him: for to follow Christ afar off, is to begin to go back from
him. It is more our concern to prepare for the end, whatever it may be, than curiously
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to ask what the end will be. The event is God’s, but the duty is ours. Now the Scriptures
were fulfilled, which said, False witnesses are risen up against me. Christ was accused,
that we might not be condemned; and if at any time we suffer thus, let us remember
we cannot expect to fare better than our Master. When Christ was made sin for us, he
was silent, and left it to his blood to speak. Hitherto Jesus had seldom professed
expressly to be the Christ, the Son of God; the tenor of his doctrine spoke it, and his
miracles proved it; but now he would not omit to make an open confession of it. It
would have looked like declining his sufferings. He thus confessed, as an example
and encouragement to his followers, to confess him before men, whatever hazard
they ran. Disdain, cruel mocking, and abhorrence, are the sure portion of the disciple
as they were of the Master, from such as would buffet and deride the Lord of glory.
These things were exactly foretold in the fiftieth chapter of Isaiah. Let us confess Christ’s
name, and bear the reproach, and he will confess us before his Father’s throne.

Peter denies him. (69-75) 69 Now Peter sat without in the palace:
and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of
Galilee. 70 But he denied before them all, saying, | know not what
thou sayest. 71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another
maid saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was
also with Jesus of Nazareth. 72 And again he denied with an oath, | do
not know the man. 73 And after a while came unto him they that
stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy
speech bewrayeth thee. 74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying,
I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew. 75 And Peter
remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock
crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.
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Peter’s sin is truly related, for the Scriptures deal faithfully. Bad company
leads to sin: those who needlessly thrust themselves into it, may expect to be tempted
and insnared, as Peter. They scarcely can come out of such company without guilt or
grief, or both. It is a great fault to be shy of Christ; and to dissemble our knowledge
of him, when we are called to own him, is, in effect, to deny him. Peter’s sin was
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aggravated; but he fell into the sin by surprise, not as Judas, with design. But
conscience should be to us as the crowing of the cock, to put us in mind of the sins we
had forgotten. Peter was thus left to fall, to abate his self-confidence, and render him
more modest, humble, compassionate, and useful to others. The event has taught
believers many things ever since, and if infidels, Pharisees, and hypocrites stumble
at it or abuse it, it is at their peril. Little do we know how we should act in very
difficult situations, if we were left to ourselves. Let him, therefore, that thinketh he
standeth, take heed lest he fall; let us all distrust our own hearts, and rely wholly on
the Lord. Peter wept bitterly. Sorrow for sin must not be slight, but great and deep.
Peter, who wept so bitterly for denying Christ, never denied him again, but confessed
him often in the face of danger. True repentance for any sin will be shown by the
contrary grace and duty; that is a sign of our sorrowing not only bitterly, but sincerely.

Matthew 27

Christ delivered to Pilate, The despair of Judas.(1-10) 1 When
the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people
took counsel against Jesus to put him to death: 2 And when they had
bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the
governor. 3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that
he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 Saying, | have sinned
in that | have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that
to us? see thou to that. 5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the
temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself. 6 And the chief
priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them
into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. 7 And they took
counsel, and bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in.
8 Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day.
9 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet,
saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that
was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value; 10 And gave
them for the potter’s field, as the Lord appointed me.
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This was full testimony to the character of Christ; but the rulers were hardened.
Casting down the money, Judas departed, and went and hanged himself, not being
able to bear the terror of Divine wrath, and the anguish of despair. There is little
doubt but that the death of Judas was before that of our blessed Lord. But was it
nothing to them that they had thirsted after this blood, and hired Judas to betray it,
and had condemned it to be shed unjustly? Thus do fools make a mock at sin. Thus
many make light of Christ crucified. And it is a common instance of the deceitfulness
of our hearts, to make light of our own sin by dwelling upon other people’s sins. But
the judgment of God is according to truth. Many apply this passage of the buying the
piece of ground, with the money Judas brought back, to signify the favour intended
by the blood of Christ to strangers, and sinners of the Gentiles. It fulfilled a prophecy,
zechariah 11:12 . Judas went far toward repentance, yet it was not to salvation. He
confessed, but not to God; he did not go to him, and say, I have sinned, Father,
against heaven.

Christ before Pilate.(11-25) 11 And Jesus stood before the
governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of
the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. 12 And when he
was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing.
13 Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they
witness against thee? 14 And he answered him to never a word,;
insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. 15 Now at that feast
the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom
they would. 16 And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas.
17 Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them,
Whom will ye that | release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is
called Christ? 18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.
19 When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto
him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for | have
suffered many things this day in a dream because of him. 20 But the
chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask
Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor answered and said
unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that | release unto you? They
said, Barabbas. 22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall | do then with
Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be
crucified. 23 And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But
they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified. 24 When Pilate
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saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made,
he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, |
am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it. 25 Then
answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our
children.
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Having no malice against Jesus, Pilate urged him to clear himself, and
laboured to get him discharged. The message from his wife was a warning. God has
many ways of giving checks to sinners, in their sinful pursuits, and it is a great mercy
to have such checks from Providence, from faithful friends, and from our own
consciences. Being overruled by the priests, the people made choice of Barabbas.
Multitudes who choose the world, rather than God, for their ruler and portion, thus

146

Matthew

Sodon T 275 errgehsn

choose their own delusions. The Jews were so bent upon the death of Christ, that
Pilate thought it would be dangerous to refuse. And this struggle shows the power of
conscience even on the worst men. Yet all was so ordered to make it evident that
Christ suffered for no fault of his own, but for the sins of his people. How vain for
Pilate to expect to free himself from the guilt of the innocent blood of a righteous
person, whom he was by his office bound to protect! The Jews’ curse upon themselves
has been awfully answered in the sufferings of their nation. None could bear the sin
of others, except Him that had no sin of his own to answer for. And are we not all
concerned? Is not Barabbas preferred to Jesus, when sinners reject salvation that
they may retain their darling sins, which rob God of his glory, and murder their
souls? The blood of Christ is now upon us for good, through mercy, by the Jews’
rejection of it. O let us flee to it for refuge!

Barabbas loosed, Christ mocked.(26-30) 26 Then released
he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he
delivered him to be crucified. 27 Then the soldiers of the governor
took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the
whole band of soldiers. 28 And they stripped him, and put on
him a scarlet robe. 29 And when they had platted a crown of
thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand:
and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying,
Hail, King of the Jews! 30 And they spit upon him, and took the
reed, and smote him on the head.
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Crucifixion was a death used only among the Romans; it was very terrible
and miserable. A cross was laid on the ground, to which the hands and feet were
nailed, it was then lifted up and fixed upright, so that the weight of the body hung on
the nails, till the sufferer died in agony. Christ thus answered the type of the brazen
serpent raised on a pole. Christ underwent all the misery and shame here related,
that he might purchase for us everlasting life, and joy, and glory.

Christ led to be crucified. (31-34) 31 And after that they had
mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment
on him, and led him away to crucify him. 32 And as they came out,
they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to
bear his cross. 33 And when they were come unto a place called
Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 34 They gave him vinegar to
drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink.
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Christ was led as a Lamb to the slaughter, as a Sacrifice to the altar. Even the
mercies of the wicked are really cruel. Taking the cross from him, they compelled one
Simon to bear it. Make us ready, O Lord, to bear the cross thou hast appointed us,
and daily to take it up with cheerfulness, following thee. Was ever sorrow like unto
his sorrow? And when we behold what manner of death he died, let us in that behold
with what manner of love he loved us. As if death, so painful a death, were not enough,
they added to its bitterness and terror in several ways.

He is crucified. (35-44) 35 And they crucified him, and parted
his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my
vesture did they cast lots. 36 And sitting down they watched him there;
37 And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 38 Then were there two thieves crucified
with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left. 39 And they
that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 40 And saying, Thou
that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself.
If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. 41 Likewise also
the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, 42 He
saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let
him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. 43 He
trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he
said, | am the Son of God. 44 The thieves also, which were crucified
with him, cast the same in his teeth.
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It was usual to put shame upon malefactors, by a writing to notify the crime
for which they suffered. So they set up one over Christ’s head. This they designed for
his reproach, but God so overruled it, that even his accusation was to his honour.
There were crucified with him at the same time, two robbers. He was, at his death,
numbered among the transgressors, that we, at our death, might be numbered among
the saints. The taunts and jeers he received are here recorded. The enemies of Christ
labour to make others believe that of religion and of the people of God, which they
themselves know to be false. The chief priests and scribes, and the elders, upbraid
Jesus with being the King of Israel. Many people could like the King of Israel well
enough, if he would but come down from the cross; if they could but have his kingdom
without the tribulation through which they must enter into it. But if no cross, then no
Christ, no crown. Those that would reign with him, must be willing to suffer with him.
Thus our Lord Jesus, having undertaken to satisfy the justice of God, did it, by
submitting to the punishment of the worst of men. And in every minute particular
recorded about the sufferings of Christ, we find some prediction in the Prophets or
the Psalms fulfilled.

The death of Christ. (45-49) 45 Now from the sixth hour there
was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. 46 And about the
ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me? 47 Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said,
This man calleth for Elias. 48 And straightway one of them ran, and
took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave
him to drink. 49 The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will
come to save him.
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During the three hours which the darkness continued, Jesus was in agony,
wrestling with the powers of darkness, and suffering his Father'’s displeasure against
the sin of man, for which he was now making his soul an offering. Never were there
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three such hours since the day God created man upon the earth, never such a dark
and awful scene; it was the turning point of that great affair, man’s redemption and
salvation. Jesus uttered a complaint from psalms 22:1 . Hereby he teaches of what
use the word of God is to direct us in prayer, and recommends the use of Scripture
expressions in prayer. The believer may have tasted some drops of bitterness, but he
can only form a very feeble idea of the greatness of Christ’s sufferings. Yet, hence he
learns something of the Saviour’s love to sinners; hence he gets deeper conviction of
the vileness and evil of sin, and of what he owes to Christ, who delivers him from the
wrath to come. His enemies wickedly ridiculed his complaint. Many of the reproaches
cast upon the word of God and the people of God, arise, as here, from gross mistakes.
Christ, just before he expired, spake in his full strength, to show that his life was not
forced from him, but was freely delivered into his Father’s hands. He had strength to
bid defiance to the powers of death: and to show that by the eternal Spirit he offered
himself, being the Priest as well as the Sacrifice, he cried with a loud voice. Then he
yielded up the ghost. The Son of God upon the cross, did die by the violence of the
pain he was put to. His soul was separated from his body, and so his body was left
really and truly dead. It was certain that Christ did die, for it was needful that he
should die. He had undertaken to make himself an offering for sin, and he did it when
he willingly gave up his life.

Events at the crucifixion.(50-56) 50 Jesus, when he had cried
again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, behold, the veil
of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the
earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 52 And the graves were opened;
and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 53 And came out of
the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and
appeared unto many. 54 Now when the centurion, and they that were
with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that
were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God.
55 And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed
Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him: 56 Among which was Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother
of Zebedee’s children.
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The rending of the veil signified that Christ, by his death, opened a way to
God. We have an open way through Christ to the throne of grace, or mercy-seat now,
and to the throne of glory hereafter. When we duly consider Christ’s death, our hard
and rocky hearts should be rent; the heart, and not the garments. That heart is harder
than a rock that will not yield, that will not melt, where Jesus Christ is plainly set
forth crucified. The graves were opened, and many bodies of saints which slept,
arose. To whom they appeared, in what manner, and how they disappeared, we are
not told; and we must not desire to be wise above what is written. The dreadful
appearances of God in his providence, sometimes work strangely for the conviction
and awakening of sinners. This was expressed in the terror that fell upon the centurion
and the Roman soldiers.

The burial of Christ. The sepulchre secured.(57-66) 57 When
the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, named
Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ disciple: 58 He went to Pilate,
and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be
delivered. 59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in
a clean linen cloth, 60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the door of the
sepulchre, and departed. 61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and the
other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre. 62 Now the next day,
that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees
came together unto Pilate, 63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that
deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days | will rise again.
64 Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third
day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say
unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be
worse than the first. 65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go
your way, make it as sure as ye can. 66 So they went, and made the
sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.
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In the burial of Christ was nothing of pomp or solemnity. As Christ had not
a house of his own, wherein to lay his head, while he lived, so he had not a grave of
his own, wherein to lay his body, when he was dead. Our Lord Jesus, who had no sin
of his own, had no grave of his own. The Jews designed that he should have made his
grave with the wicked, should have been buried with the thieves with whom he was
crucified, but God overruled it, so that he should make it with the rich in his death,
isaiah 53:9 . And although to the eye of man the beholding a funeral may cause
terror, yet if we remember how Christ by his burial has changed the nature of the
grave to believers, it should make us rejoice. And we are ever to imitate Christ’s
burial in being continually occupied in the spiritual burial of our sins. On the Jewish
sabbath, the chief priests and Pharisees, when they should have been at their devotions,
were dealing with Pilate about securing the sepulchre. This was permitted that there
might be certain proof of our Lord’s resurrection. Pilate told them that they might
secure the sepulchre as carefully as they could. They sealed the stone, and set a
guard, and were satisfied that all needful care was taken. But to guard the sepulchre
against the poor weak disciples was folly, because needless; while to think to guard
it against the power of God, was folly, because fruitless, and to no purpose; yet they
thought they dealt wisely. But the Lord took the wise in their own craftiness. Thus
shall all the rage and the plans of Christ’s enemies be made to promote his glory.

Matthew 28

Christ’s resurrection. He appears to the women.(1-10) 1 In the
end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.
2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the
door, and sat upon it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, and his
raiment white as snow: 4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake,
and became as dead men. 5 And the angel answered and said unto
the women, Fear not ye: for | know that ye seek Jesus, which was
crucified. 6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the
place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that
he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee;
there shall ye see him: lo, | have told you. 8 And they departed quickly
from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his
disciples word.9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus
met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet,
and worshipped him. 10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go
tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.
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Christ rose the third day after his death; that was the time he had often spoken
of. On the first day of the first week God commanded the light to shine out of darkness.
On this day did He who is the Light of the world, shine out of the darkness of the
grave; and this day is from henceforward often mentioned in the New Testament, as
the day which Christians religiously observed in solemn assemblies, to the honour of
Christ. Our Lord Jesus could have rolled back the stone by his own power, but he
chose to have it done by an angel. He is risen, as he said. Let us never think that
strange which the word of Christ has told us to expect; whether the sufferings of this
present time, or the glory that is to be revealed. It may have a good effect upon us, by
faith to view the place where the Lord lay. Go quickly. It was good to be there, but the
servants of God have other work appointed. Public usefulness must be chosen before
the pleasure of secret communion with God. Tell the disciples, that they may be
comforted under their present sorrows. Christ knows where his disciples dwell, and
will visit them. Even to those at a distance from the plenty of the means of grace, he
will graciously manifest himself. The fear and the joy together quickened their pace.
The disciples of Christ should be forward to make known to each other their
experiences of communion with their Lord; and should tell others what God has done
for their souls. Be not afraid. Christ rose from the dead, to silence his people’s fears,
and there is enough in that to silence them. The disciples Ohad just before shamefully
deserted him in his sufferings; but, to show that he could forgive, and to teach us to
do so, he calls them brethren. Notwithstanding his majesty and purity, and our
meanness and unworthiness, he still condescends to call believers his brethren.
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Confession of the soldiers.(11-15) 11 Now when they were going,
behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the
chief priests all the things that were done. 12 And when they were
assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large
money unto the soldiers, 13 Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by
night, and stole him away while we slept. 14 And if this come to the
governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. 15 So they
took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is
commonly reported among the Jews until this day.
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Here was large money given to the soldiers for advancing that which they
knew to be a lie, yet many grudge a little money for advancing what they know to be
the truth. The priests undertook to secure them from the sword of Pilate, but could
not secure these soldiers from the sword of God'’s justice, which hangs over the heads
of those that love and make a lie. Those men promise more than they can perform,
who undertake to save a man harmless in doing a wilful sin. But this falsehood
disproved itself. Had the soldiers been all asleep, they could not have known what
passed. If any had been awake, they would have roused the others and prevented the
removal; and certainly if they had been asleep, they never would have dared to confess
it; while the Jewish rulers would have been the first to call for their punishment.
Again, had there been any truth in the report, the rulers would have prosecuted the
apostles with severity for it. The whole shows that the story was entirely false

Christ’s commission to his disciples.(16-20) 16 Then the eleven
disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had
appointed them. 17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him:
but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying,
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen.
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This evangelist passes over other appearances of Christ, recorded by Luke
and John, and hastens to the most solemn; one appointed before his death, and after
his resurrection. All that see the Lord Jesus with an eye of faith, will worship him. Yet
the faith of the sincere may be very weak and wavering. But Christ gave such
convincing proofs of his resurrection, as made their faith to triumph over doubts. He
now solemnly commissioned the apostles and his ministers to go forth among all
nations. The salvation they were to preach, is a common salvation; whoever will, let
him come, and take the benefit; all are welcome to Christ Jesus
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